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Do: you recall the last t Hime you were completely 
mesmorized by a restaurant... 
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= You were 2 here! See you again soon. Robb 


4 CAFE deVILLE™ 
: Sunday brunch 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch - Monday thru Saturday 11:30 a.m. 
Open until 10:00 p.m. Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 
Service to Midnight Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
ger 10137 - 124 Street Phone 488-9188 
se Reservations recommended 


Lunch and Dinner - Monday to Saturday - Sunday: Brunch 
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“U.S. Adds $4.9 Million to 
Funds Aimed at AIDS and 


Minorities” 
Baltimore Sun 

Federal health officials announced 
on Thursday $4.9 million in additional 
funds for programs designed to address 
HIV among minorities. Over 2,000 
state legislators met at the 28th annual 
Congressional Black Caucus in 
Washington praised the news, but noted 
that they wanted guarantees for 
sustained funding next year. In addition, 
Sandra Ratley-Lewis, a spokeswoman 
for the congressional caucus, noted: 
“We have much more work to do.” 
According to experts at the conference, 
AIDS is the leading cause of death 
among young African-American adults. 
They also noted that African-Americans 
account for 63 percent of all new AIDS 
cases; African-American teens make 
up 58 percent of AIDS cases among 
teenagers, despite constituting only 15 
percent of the U.S. teen population. 
The new funds will be distributed 
through the Centers for Disease Control 
and the Health 
Resources and Services Administration. 


Prevention and 


‘DuPont Gets FDA Clearance 
For AIDS Drug” 


Wall Street Journal 

DuPont’s pharmaceuticals division 
received FDA approval Friday to market 
its once-daily AIDS drug Sustiva, which 
the company says is as effective as the 


protease class of medicines when used with 
AZT and 3TC. The drug, which some analysts 
believe could generate $700 million in revenue 
a year, is the third non-nucleoside reverse 
transcriptase inhibitor approved by the agency 
and is priced at about $11 a day in order to 
compete with protease drugs. Because the 
drug only needs to be taken once a day, 
DuPont believes Sustiva, a brand of efavirenz, 
will improve patient compliance and create a 


new standard of care. 


“Caution: Should We Be Treating 
HIV Infection Early?” Lancet 

In a Lancet commentary, Jay A. Levy, of 
the University of California School of 
Medicine in San Francisco, questions the need 
for early treatment of HIV infection. “Would 
we not serve infected people better by 
reserving certain therapies and administering 
them at a time when their use 
is clearly required?” 
Levy asks, noting that he is 
inclined to follow this 
approach. Levy explains that 
his concern lies not with 
treatments employed in acute 
or primary infection, but with 
drugs given to patients who 
have been infected for months 
or years. Specifically, he takes issue with the 
use of viral load and CD4 cell counts to 
determine the therapeutic course, rather than 
the patient’s clinical status. The author notes 
the possible development of a drug-resistant 
virus, as well the fact that the drugs can be 
toxic. According to Levy, “The current 
therapeutic regimens should be reserved for 


those patients who have symptoms or whose 

CD4 cell-counts have dropped substantially.” 
He recommends initiating treatment after the 
CD4 cell count falls under 400 and the viral 
loads have exceeded 30,000 at least two times. 
In addition, Levy highlights the need to 
investigate the use of cytokines or other 
substances that might boost immune reactions 


against HIV 


“Known Cases of HIV Show 30pc 
Increase” 

South China Morning Post Online 

Chinese Ministry of Health vice-director Yin 
Dakui announced at the World AIDS Conference 
in Beijing that the number of known HIV cases 
increased on the mainland by nearly 30 percent. 
Yin noted that ethnic minorities in the Yunnan, 
Xinjiang, Henan, and Guangxi Provinces 
constituted 36 percent of the HIV carriers. There 
were 10,676 reported HIV cases 
last year, although some claim 
the actual number may be as 
high as 200,000. 


drug use was also reported to 


Intravenous 


have risen in the past year, with 
an estimated 540,000 users at 
the end of last year, as compared 
to 148,000 users in 1991. Yang 
Fengrui, Public Security Bureau 
narcotics department chief, said that intravenous 
drug use is a major obstacle in AIDS prevention. 
Additionally, it was reported that the number of 
HIV cases associated with sexual transmission 
increased to 40 percent of cases in the first six 
months of this year, up 15 percent from 1996- 
1997 totals. Officials have called for increased 
education .measures concerning sexually 


News & Notes from the 
HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


transmitted diseases and HIV transmission 


“Wave of Laws Aimed at People 
With HIV” 

New York Times 

Nationwide, laws that affect people with HIV 
are being passed following public fears about 
the spread of the disease. For example, at 
least 29 states now have laws making it a 
criminal offense to knowingly transmit HIV; 
one-third of the states adopted those laws 
within the last two years, and 16 states 
introduced such measures this year. Many 
states are also requiring HIV testing of certain 
populations, most notably prisoners and 
pregnant women. Four states recently passed 
laws allowing good Samaritans and non- 
medical personnel the right to inquire about 
the HIV status of the people they assist. Other 
states are increasing partner notification 
systems. According to some experts, the new 
laws result from a change in attitudes toward 
infected people; they also stem from growing 
publicity concerning specific cases of HIV 
transmission, such as the case of Nushawn 
Williams, who is accused of knowingly 
infected over a dozen girls and young women 
in New York. Lawrence O. Gostin, a director 
of the Georgetown University-Johns Hopkins 
University Program on Law and Public Health 
and a member of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s advisory committee, 
said, “Legislators believe we have been soft 
on the epidemic, that we haven’ t treated AIDS 
like other infectious diseases, and the way 
they interpret it is a need to get tough on 


people with AIDS.” 
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One Edmonton Man’s experience 
with bashing. 


One Saturday, 
Sept 19, 1998, a 
gay man left a 
downtown gay 
bar and was 
walking home. 


e was assaulted and severely beaten 
by three men who followed him. 
They pushed him off the sidewalk 


and started hitting his head. A man and a 
woman heard his cries for help and kept 
walking. A cab driver saw the incident and 
backed his cab up to them, scaring off the 
assailants. 


He refused to take the man in his cab, 
“you're bleeding all over my cab’ was the 
cabbie’s comment, nor did he call police. 
The gay man walked home, cleaned himself 
up and called friends for re-assurance. He 
did not call the police, since the assailants 
had run away. 


The next day a true friend 
took him to hospital and 


EB RP Mom ees 


police. Although badly bruised, he was not 
otherwise injured. 
Physically, at least. 
Emotionally he is 
having nightmares, 1s 
frightened when out by 
himself. And his faith in 
people as helping one 
another is badly shaken. 
As he put it “ I come 
fromasmall town where 
people help one another, 
I could not understand 
why those people would not help me.” 


When he went to the police, the officer needed 
convincing totake the report, since the assailants 
were long gone. Eventually he insisted and the 
report was made. The officer did say she w ould 
report it as a hate crime. Had the victim not 
insisted, no report would have been taken 

No wonder the 
Edmonton Police 
Service says it does not 
have any reports of gay 
bashing. No wonder 


victims are afraid to 


Had the victim 
not insisted, no 


report would have 
been taken is 


experience. Itis a trauma and 


Victims of assault often do not report to the 
police, for a variety of 
reasons. But unless they do, 
there is no record... nO way 
to intervene, no way to 


change the situation. 


Assault, physical or sexual , 
not a normal life 
needs to be recognized as 
such. People have a wide 
range of reactions to traumatic events, often 
wondering if they are coping all right, or are 
they “ going crazy” 

If you are assaulted, you should know that you 
likely will experience certain sorts of feelings in 
the days following. You may be sleepless, or 
sleep excessively; be forgetful; have nightmares, 
flashbacks, want to talk endlessly about the 
event, or not at all; eat more or less than usual; 
be afraid to be alone or to go out; or both. You 
may be irritable or tearful unexpectedly. You 
may find yourself numb, or watching yourself 
from a distance, not being connected to your 
body. Feelings of shame and embarrassment 
may be strong ; you may feel too humiliated to 
tell anyone, or feel you must be “ strong and 
coping well”. Movements, sounds, smells, 
anything that is a reminder of the incident may 


become a trigger to flashbacks 


thinking that no one will believe the story; 
that you, the victim will be blamed: how 
did you make yourself vulnerable, you 
should know better than to walk home 
downtown onasummer night, yourclothes 
invited the attack or broadcast your 
sexuality. 


In varying degrees, these are the 
usual responses to trauma. If they 
continue for more than a few weeks, get 
some professional assistance to deal with 
them. Therapy, often using hypnosis and 
other techniques specifically for trauma 
resolution is effective. Make sure that 
your therapist is skilled in dealing with 
trauma. Sometimes these responses will 
not appear for some time after the assault. 
Whenever they show up, the sooner they 
are dealt with, the less likely there is to be 
a strong, long term impact. These 
symptoms are simply messages from 
yourself to yourself that something very 
important has happened and has not had 
the healing attention it needs. When the 
healing is done as it needs to be, the 
symptoms will let go of you. They may 
appear as reminders from time to time, but 
their ability to control your thoughts, deeds, 
and feelings will be markedly diminished. 


The assault was in no way your fault. No 
matter where you were, what you were 
doing, what you were wearing. Report itto 


he police, be.k rseltand getan 
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Harold Smith 
EATON CENTRE 


2ND FLOOR EATON CENTRE (PEDWAY TO MANULIFE) 


429-2233 


EMAIL US AT 


COME TO OUR THIRD ANNUAL 


GAY AND LESOIAN 


TRAVEL SHOW 
OCT 7TH - 7:30 -9:30 PM 
HOWARD JOHNSON PLAZA, 10010-104 ST. 
SEE WHAT'S AVAILABLE IN TRAVEL - 
FREE ADMISSION - MEET SUPPLIERS - WIN PRIZES 


INDIGO97@TELUSPLANET.NET 


& Leshion Travel Association 
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Capital City Politics 


Gay Bashing 
Simply Not 
Acceptable 


By Gary Dickson, MLA 
Alberta Liberal Human 
Rights Critic 


There’s a saying that things happen for 
a reason. Yet, every now and then, 
something so disturbing happens that 
it’s seemingly impossible to make sense 
of it. I’m talking about harassment and 
_ violence against members of the gay 


OW appens, Wwe ju 5 
know how often. Sometimes the subject 
seems almost taboo. For different 
reasons, victims of violence against 
gays and lesbians are reluctant to come 
forward and report it. We hear of these 
crimes in hushed tones and whispers. 
This. reluctance to report is 
understandable as it is very painful and 
perhaps victims fear retribution, but it 
is incredibly important todo so, When 
these assaults go unreported, it is as if 
we are accepting them. We can’t let 
ourselves get to that point - gay-bashing 
is simply not acceptable. 

The Edmonton and Calgary police 
forces have excellent community 
liaisons that were no doubt created out 
of a demonstrated need. It is for this 
reason why we must encourage and 
support victims of violence to step 
forward. If these assaults are 
underreported, itis difficult for agencies 
to setup and continue support networks. 
Violence and the threat of violence are 
things no one should ever have to face. 
Unfortunately, it is a fact of life in 
today’s society. But there are things 
we can do to improve the situation and 
eradicate discriminatory behavior. 
One of the first things we can do is 
realize that gay bashing is not just 
physical violence. It includes 
everything from name-calling and other 
verbal assaults to being chased down 
the street and physically assaulted. 
The second thing to dois come forward. 
These people can’t be charged if it’s 
kept quiet; they are free to continue 
their hateful ways. Anotherreason it’s 
important to come forward is for 
personal reasons. People need the 
support of friends and family in times 
of crisis. 

The Alberta Liberal Caucus encourages 
6 


By Pam Barrett, Leader, 


those working to end discrimination and 
violence against identifiable groups. My 
colleagues and I are committed to supporting 
liaison programs, community support programs 
and education programs designed to prevent 
abuse. We urge everyone who has been 
discriminated against to come forward and 
work with the whole community. 

If I can ever be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I can be reached in 
Edmonton at 427-2292 and my number in 


Calgary is 541-9116. 


On VLIs, Vriend 
and Voting 


* = 


New Democrat Opposition. 


On October 19, you'll be asked to vote on a 
number of questions. One of those is the hard- 
won plebiscite on video lottery terminals — do 
you want them in yourcommunity? The Klein 
government resisted the call for a province- 
wide question on the ballot, instead insisting 
that community volunteers gather the 
signatures necessary to request individual votes 
in each community across Alberta. You can 
almost hear the panic from the Tory ranks at 
the prospect of foregoing some of the almost 
$1 billion in revenue that comes from “the 
crack cocaine” of the gambling world, VLTs. 
First, the refusal for a plebiscite, and now we 
hear the government saying that they may not 
remove the machines even if communities 
vote against them! 

The government will tell you that the money 
from gambling all goes to charities. Wrong! In 
1997, only 3% of the revenues went to charities. 
The government pulled down 20%, while the 
bulk of the proceeds (69%) actually went back 
to the players as prizes. The criticism that has 
fuelled the opposition to VLT’s has been 
because the government has been taking VLT 
revenue and putting it into the general revenue 
fund - in a sense becoming addicted to that 
cash. Before VLTs were allowed, 86% of 
gaming revenue was distributed back to 
Albertans. That percentage began to drop 
soon after the VLT cash infusion began. In 
1997, only 17% of gaming revenues went back 
to communities. 

While the government’s take from other forms 
of gambling like bingos, casinos and ticket 
lotteries has remained relatively stable, the 
amount being generated by VLT’s goes almost 
straight up on a graph. In 1995, and again this 
summer, the government’s own reports have 
recommended that all the gambling revenues 
go back to charity. Why? Because Albertans 
can’t tolerate the thought of essential services 
being funded on the backs of addicted gamblers! 


ee eee — 


One final fact before October 19 — did you 
know problem gambling rates in Alberta are 
higher than anywhere else in Canada? 


Vriend — what now? 


Now that fall is here it’s time to turn our 
attention to what the government is thinking 
about the true impact of the Vriend decision. 
We know that government departments have 
been asked to review how the decision impacts 
on the laws which they administer. And with 
recent court victories, such as CUPE/Rosenberg 
pension victory on same-sex survivor benefits, 
you can bet that the government is nervous. 
The writing’s on the wall: the courts are going 
to continue to make decisions that favour 
lesbians, gays and bisexuals. 

Sadly, each court decision in favour of equality 
further angers the right wing, and further 
promotes their notion of “legislative fences”. 
You see, they think that if they specifically 
change the Alberta exclude 
homosexuals, the government won’t have to 


laws to 


follow court decisions. That would mean that 
we'd have to take on each law in court, one at 
a time - and you know how much time and 
The alternative, of 
course, is simple. Change Alberta laws in 
favour of equality. That’s what the New 
Democrats would do. And that’s what you, and 
your family and friends, need to demand. 


energy that would cost. 


rh 


‘Stay vigilant on this one folks! Pll be working _ 
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need to do your part If you want more 
information than I have space for here, call my 


office at 415-0944 or 
email:pbarrett@assembly.ab.ca 


send me an 


On voting 

Now, back to October 19: municipal Election 
Day. Make sure that you get out and mark your 
ballots. Please don’t be complacent and think 
that your favourite candidate can win without 
your vote — I’ ve been through some squeekers 
inmy time! Election day is atime when youcan 
put some real force behind your community. 
It’s an important message that in so-called 
“redneck Alberta” we have elected and re- 
elected an openly gay politician. And I can tell 
you as someone who lives in Ward 4 that 
Michael Phair is a great representative! No 
matter where you live in the city, check the 
candidates’ records on the issues you care 
about and give them your support. Remember 
democracy only works with you! 


Why the 
government must 
have an 


~ indicated that 


Independent 
Audit into the 
ATB/WEM 
Affair 


By Laurie Blakeman MLA 


Edmonton Centre 


What if someone you trusted put all your 
investments atrisk? Most of us would want 
to find out how it happened and who knew 
about it. In order to do that, you have two 
choices: hire an independent investigator 
or hire someone whom is not at liberty to 
fully explore and explain what happened to 
your money. I personally would want the 
independent investigator. 


Lately the papers are full of the Alberta 
Treasury Branches/West Edmonton Mall 
loan cover up. Who knew about the loan 
guarantee? Whoendorsed it? Who profited 
by it? And who duped voters into believing 


that there were no more loan guarantees 
and that this present Conservative 
Government was out of the business of 
being in business? 


€ ability to fully report the 
results from his review to Albertans is 


restricted by the nature and complexity of 
the legal system. ; ; 


This government must ensure that there is 
a public review of the ATB/WEM loans. 
The only way a truly open and accountable 
government could accomplish this is 
through a full public inquiry. This must be 
completely public, open and done as soon 
as possible. 


Under Section | of the Public Inquiries Act, 
the government has the power to appoint a 
commissioner to conduct a public inquiry. 
To effectively conduct the investigation, 
the commission would be able to call 
witnesses - including elected officials who 
participated in cabinet meetings in which 
the refinancing of West Edmonton Mall by 
Alberta Treasury Branches was discussed - 
to give evidence under oath, as well as 
subpoena all relevant documentation 
required. 


Albertans deserve to have acomplete public 
review of the ATB/WEM loans and some 
straight answers about the $418 million 
that are at risk. This includes not only a 
review of whether the financial 
arrangements between Alberta Treasury 
Branches and West Edmonton Mall were in 
the best interest of taxpayers, but also an 
examination of whether any political 
involvement occurred in the negotiation of 
those financial arrangements. 


If you would like more information about 
this or any other issue, please do not hesitate 
tocontact the Constituency office at 10042- 
116 Street, Edmonton, AB TSK 1V6 
Phone: 414-0743, Fax: 414-0772 or 
e-mail: blakeman @oanet.com 
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VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 


This is where the 
one who knows 
meets the one who 
doesn’t care... rea 


Your strength gained through 
all of your experiences are now 
important to share with those 
who plan their lives with the 
inexperienced. There was atime 
not too long ago when the word 
gay would bring up assorted 
styles of indifference. I don’t 
think the people who shoved a 
knife into my face cared much 
about me being alive or dead. 
In fact, if my straight friend 
Bob had not come along it is 
quite likely that I would not be 
writing this story to you today. 
Then there was the time that I 


VOTE VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE VOTE 
OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 

OCTOBER 19 
VOTE 


I guess my message is 
pretty clear—vote in the 
city elections on Monday 
October 19 between 9 
am—8pm. 

As a politician running for re-election in 
Ward 4, of course I would think that it is 


important to vote but why should YOU 
think it is important? 


The right to vote is a cornerstone of 


From the Editor 


by Dennis Cambly 


managed to make it back to my office 
in downtown Edmonton covered in 
blood. When my business associate 
found me lying on the floor the next 
morning he thought I was dead. He got 
me home and cleaned up and then to a 
doctor. I only lost part of my hearing in 
my left ear on that occasion along with 
some very nasty wounds. Knives were 
the weapons of choice on people “like 
me”. Altogether I have only been beaten 
four times in my life for simply being 
what someone presumed was gay. I 
had not surrendered that information 
to anyone during those years. It always 
seemed that they had their strength 
when they were in groups of three or 
four. Their courage was totally lacking 
when it was one on one. Mass media 
and most “gay” media do not talk about 
these things unlike non-profit 
organizations such as ours. Without 
the non-profit media there would be 
literally no place to write about our day 


democracy and this right has been 
fought over numerous times in the 
history of Canada and the western 
world. Itis the rallying cry used against 
dictators and military juntas that have 
tried to undermine, subvert or deny the 
preeminence of the voice of the people. 
The governing of cities like Edmonton 
depends on its citizens voting for people 
who will represent their interests, their 
aspirations and their concerns in 
making decisions that impact their daily 
lives. 


At times I think that many of us lose 
sight of the difference that one or afew 
votes can make. In 1995 with a 
population of 600,000 Jan Reimer was 
defeated for Mayor of Edmonton by 
less than 1000 votes. During that same 
election I managed to hold on to my 
seat by less than 200 votes in a Ward 
with 100,000 people! In 1992 I was 
first elected to City Council with a 
margin of 500 votes. A change in a 
few voters would have made my life 
quite different than it is today. 


In 1992, | am quite certain that the 
reason I was elected was because a 
very significant number of lesbians, 
gays and bisexuals went out to vote in 
Ward 4 and voted for me—it made the 
difference! In 1995 my sense is that 
many of those same people had become 
complacent and did not make the effort 


5 a 


to vote and I only hung on by the 
skin of my teeth—it was much too 
close. As in 1992 and 1995, I have 
an organized campaign team for this 
election under the name of Friends 4 
Phair that is raising money, printing 
and distributing leaflets, putting out 
signs, knocking on doors and 
phoning residents seeking their 
support. However, this is all in vain 
if people do not make the effort to go 


and vote on October 19. There 
will be 36 voting stations in 
Ward 4, one in every 


neighborhood and_ the 
stations will be open from 9 
a.m. until 8 p.m. You only need 
to show up at the station near your 
residence to vote—you do not need 
any identification or voter’s card. 


After you vote on Monday 
October 19, come join my 
campaign team and 
volunteers at my campaign 
office located at 10127 124 
St. The results should be in 
by 9 p.m. and then we will 
have a victory party as 
election ’98 comes to an end! 


Councillor Michael Phair 
Ward 4 


to day lives. It just wouldn’t be 
“fluffy” enough to sell advertising 
and purchase readers. Not true, for 
within each of our lives lie the stories 
for which movies and books are 
written. We will publish the stories 
that the “others” chose to ignore. Our 
lives are made up of more than what 
is in fashion and who has the prettiest 
lawn or garden. We also have today 
organizations that want you to report 
about any “gay bashing” going on in 
the Capital City and its’ greater area. 
We know that we reach over twenty- 
five thousand people with each issue 
so you must have stories to tell. Over 
the past few months we have “heard” 
reports via the grapevine of people 
being beaten up after leaving a club. 
These beatings are not being reported 
to the police and unless you do the 
changes will take much longer. 
Change is something that most people 
fear the most but we must change if 


we are going to take our rights and 
use them freely. I had no one to 
report the knife wound in my face 
too so I used the “got into a good 
one last night...don’t remember a 
thing.” Talking about being beaten 
was okay as long as it was just a 
good scrap. Did it leave me with a 
certain amount of fear about being 
alone on a dark street or leaving a 
club alone late at night? It would be 
as good as saying that I didn’t inhale 
if I told you anything but the truth. 
There were lots of painful memories 
and times through those forgotten 
years. The times have changed and 
people can shout, “I am gay” at a 
much younger age. So when the 
time comes that you find yourself 
out numbered and being beaten 
because the boys don’t like the way 
you walk where do you turn? Try 
on some experience for starters and 
then if you have one...a good friend. 
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Now 
That 
You 


Have 
Them... 


By Murray Billet 


You have seen the letter from Premier 
Klein, we now have rights, it is up to uS 
to ensure we access the commission in 
the event that you or some one you 
know has been discriminated against. 
Now that The Rights, 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism has 


Human 


been altered by the Supreme Court of 
Canada you have the right to file a 
complaint, if you are discriminated 
against based on your sexual orientation. 
Please ensure that youdocumentclearly 
your facts remembering “W5” Who, 
what, where, when, why. You will need 
all of these fact in order to file a 
complaint. 


Time limits are extended under the new 
Act. You now have up to 12 months, 
from the date of the incident, in which 
to file a complaint. 


How do I make a human rights 
complaint, ahd how is that complaint 
handled? 


1.Complaints can be made by 
completing a form or sending a letter. If 
assistance is required, a complaint can 
also be made verbally. The complaint 
must be made within one year of the 
alleged incident/contravention of the 
Act. 

2.The Human Rights and Citizenship 
Commission will then serve the 
respondent (person being accused) with 
the complaint. The respondent is given 
21 days to file a response. 

3.A neutral person (a conciliator on 
staff with the Human Rights Secretariat) 
attempts to find a solution agreeable to 
both parties. 

4 If conciliation is not achieved within 
30 days, an investigator is assigned and 
an investigation takes place. The 
investigation establishes if there is merit 
to the complaint. 

5.If the complaint is not found to 
have merit itis dismissed by the Regional 
Coordinator. 

6.If merit is found and the 
complainant refuses to accept a 
proposed settlement that is fair and 
reasonable, the Director may 
discontinue the proceedings. 

7.A complainant may appeal a 
dismissal or a discontinuance to the 
Chief Commissioner in writing within 
30 days. 

8.If respondents are unwilling to 
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accept remedy or the parties are unable to 
settle the complaint, the Director may report 
to the Chief 

Commissioner and refer complaints that 
have merit to a Human Rights Panel. 


What happens in a Human Rights Panel 
Hearing? 


A panel hearing occurs before one or more 
Commissioners. The decision of the Panel, 
once filed with the Court of Queens Bench, 
has the same force and effect as the Court of 
Queens Bench decision. A Panel decision can ‘ 
be appealed within 30 days to the Court of Murray G. Billet 


Queens Bench. 10943 — 117 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta 
What is the role of the Human Rights, T5H 3N7 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism Education 
Fund? Dear Mr. Billett: 
The Human Rights, Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism Education Fund provides 
resources for individual, organizational and 


community initiatives that will: 
A. Help toeliminate discrimination and racism; 


B. Increase understanding and acceptance of 
diversity, and 


C. Educate Albertans about their rights and 
responsibilities under the Act. 

: ; RPK:hi 
An Advisory Committee will provide advice 
on spending priorities and program initiatives. 


THE PREMIER OF ALBERTA 


July 15, 1998 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness 


The Government of Alberta and the Alberta Human Rights Commission believe 
in dignity and respect for all Albertans. As a result of the recent Vriend decision 
in the Supreme Court of Canada, we wish to assure you that complaints received 
by the Commission based on all prohibited grounds, including sexual orientation, 
will be dealt with professionally and appropriately. 


If you have any suggestions or comments with respect to this issue, please 
contact Mr. Peter Elzinga or the appropriate Minister. 


Sincerely, 


cc: Honourable Stockwell Day 


Honourble Shirley McClellan 


Do you have to be an adult to be protected 
under this legislation? 


No. Alberta’s Human Rights legislation has 
always protected the rights of children. 


ension of protectiononthe grounds _ 
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not be able to do credit checks? 


Honourable Jon Havelock 
Honourable Dave Hancock 
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B7 Telephone (403) 427-2251 Fax (403) 427-134 


No. This protection in no way prohibits 
landlords from doing reference checks and 
denying accommodation based on poor bill 
paying history, insufficient level of income, or 
unsatisfactory record as a tenant. Source of 
income protection simply protects responsible 
renters from being discriminated against 
because they receive a pension or are on 
welfare. 


For further information about Human Rights, 
call or write: 


The Human Rights and Citizenship 
Commission 


Northern Regional Office 
16th FI, 10405 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 4R7 


Southern Regional Office 
#102, 1333-8 St. SW 
Calgary, Alberta 

T2R 1M6 


In Edmonton call: 427-7661 
In Calgary call: 297-6571 


Outside of Edmonton/Calgary call 
toll-free: 310-0000 


Deaf or hearing impaired with TDD/ 
TDY units, call 427-1597 in 
Edmonton. In Calgary call 297- 
5639. Other locations call toll- 
free: 1-800-232-7215. http:// 
www.gov.ab.ca 


Edmonton Gay 
Friendly Business 
Association 


General Meeting 


Tuesday, October 13th 


At the Garage Burger Bar & Grill 


10244-106 Street, 


8:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 


Discussion Paper of Incorporation 
Pride Pages with Mickey Wilson 


Group Heath Program 
Other Business 


Bring a Friend 


The No-Name Fundraiser Part IV 


Saturday the 17th of October is 
shaping up to be the hottest 
night that Edmonton has seen 
for some time now. Withalmost 
every venue booked up with 
various entertainers and 
entertainment it just shows what 
can happen when a community 
works together. This is Times 
.10 Publications Society annual 
fundraiser and you are invited. 


You can start off the 
night at the 
Garneau Theatre 
at 7 p.m. with 
Billy’s Hollywood 
Screen Kiss. This show 


will only be on at 7 just for the 
fundraiser and the show centres 
around Billy Collier (Sean 
Hayes), a young photographer. 
As luck would have it, just as 
all seems lost he begins to work 
on scenes of great Hollywood 
kisses and meets Gabriel (Brad 
Rowe), a gorgeous, sexually 
confused musician. But before 
he falls head over heels for 


ADC here. 1S. the. nagging 


question: ES” 
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Straight or gay? 


Once you finish the laughter the 
community has gathered up some 
fine talent to keep the night going. 


Colt Model Wade 


Neff is starring at 
Boots, hosted by Weena. That 


will make for an interesting 
combination? Jim McBride (aka 
Debbie) will be keeping a close 


y Garneau Theatre, October 16-21 * 
3 7 P.M. Only, 8712-109 Street 
or 24 Hour Movie info: 433-0728 x 


doing a comedy act. Trevor is going to 


properly pressed and all his meals 
prepared. Wade will be signing 
pictures, cards and posters and the 
money will go towards the fundraiser. 
He is a likeable and loveable man who 
captivates people everywhere he goes. 
There is no talking to this man for 
more than a minute without some 
laughter and fun. 


Over at Secrets, Liz is 
cooking up some talent 


from around the scene. She is not 
telling us who, but we have some 
pretty good ideas about that via the 
grapevine. 


Uncle Buttons and the 
boys over at Rebar are 


making live noises with the Imagineers 
upstairs and you can dance with the 
band or go downstairs to the sounds 
of D.J. Mikee. We are still working 
on Johnny Rebar and the kissing booth 
but some age restrictions may apply! 


At Jazzberry’s Too 


Cafe, Gregg and the staff are looking 


forward toa full house with the singing 
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show some of his theatrical talents as 
well. Make sure you have plenty of 
coffee gang because it sure looks as 
though you have a full night. 


There will be one other 
venue open for this 
fundraiser but at press time we 


are unable to let you. know the exact 
address or name. We know how word 
spreads around and we wouldn't want to 
start a rumour. So Vue Weekly is 
promising to do a story about this event 
the week before it takes place. In fact it 
has been a bit of a media frenzy around 
the ‘ole coffee pot this past week. 


Why are we doing all this 
anyway? 

All of the money collected during this 
event will go to people living with HIV 
or AIDS during the December Holiday 
Season. Hot meals and personal items 
are included with all the hampers. If you 
want to help the people from 
Metropolitan Community Church put 
that part together then you can contact 
them at 429-2321 and leave your name 
and phone number. 
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8712 - 109 Street 


October 24 


Midnight 


24hr Movie Info 433-0728 
Dress for the Occasion! 
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Open Letter to the Capital City 


Mayor 
Dear Mayor Bill Smith; 


just wanted you to know that I 
| NOT be voting for you in 

the up coming Civic Election. 
Your past performance has been 
reasonable for a small city mayor 
but your actions and choices have 
been less then impressive. You 
embarrass me. 


You are a mayor who is a bigot. 
You have refused continually to 
recognize Gay Pride Day and Week 
in our city, yet you wish to call 
yourself the “People’s Mayor”. Gays 
and Lesbians in the City of 
Edmonton are people too. We pay 
our city taxes and therefore your 
salary. We work and volunteer for 
the betterment of our city - 
Edmonton. 


I believe that a mayor must strive to 
represent all his people equally and 
to make his city economically stable 
and strong by fully utilizing the 
existing resources of his city. Many 
Gay and Lesbian businesses 
____ Participate in the viable economic 
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activity and promotion of the City of 
Edmonton. Times.10, a gay publication, 


has continually offered you space and a 
voice to the Gay community, but you 
refuse to make a contribution. You also 
refuse to attend or be in our Gay Pride 
Parade and GALA’98, certainly a 
significant promotion for the City of 
Edmonton. I see you as fully uncommitted 
to the betterment of Edmonton’s Gay and 
Lesbian Community. 


By choosing to be 
obviously defunct from 
any activities relating to 
Edmonton’s Gay and 
Lesbian community, you 
have chosen to be both a 
bigot and a hypocrite by 
your very actions. You 
made an effort to sign 
and welcome _ the 
delegates of GALA’ 98 to 
our fair city in the 
program, but you did not 
attend any of the weekend 
long activities. The 
Gala’98 farewell 
function even gathered in City Hall. 
You were invited to this free concert. 
Alberta Gays and Lesbians had very 
long Canada wide campaign And battle 
to fortify Gays and Lesbians in this 
province with their Equality of Human 
Rights, yet you chose to not congratulate 
Delwin Vriend for our victory and his 
efforts. He should have been publicly 
congratulated for his bravery and his 
efforts on behalf of the City in which he 


resides - Edmonton, This is your job!! 
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I hope this 
letter 
makes it 
very clear 
to you and 
others 
exactly 
why you 
do NOT 
have the 
vote or 
support in 
this Civil 
Election 
from me 
members of 
and Lesbian 


other 


Gay 


and most 
Edmonton’s 
Community. 


You don’t get our vote because you 
didn’t earn our vote: 


With sincere embarrassment 
for the City of Edmonton and 
you; 


a Robert G. Mills __ ~— 


Metro Health Group 


Dr. David Candler 
Dr. Kim Moshurchak 
Dr. Ghalib Ahmed 


Julie C. Lloyd 


Barrister ‘&2 Solicitor 


Family Physicians Proudly Serving the Community 


Areas of Practice 


Laclude: 


Real Estate, 

Wills and Estates, lesbian and gay 
Powers of Attorney, 

Advanced Health, 

Care Directives, 
Cohabitation Agreements, 
Small Business matters, 
Civil Litigation, 

& Appellate 

court matters 


“Providing a wide 
range of legal 


services to the 


community in 


Alberta” 


Ph (403) 497-7759 


Fax (405) 424-9370 


1506, 10117 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5Jd 1W8 


429-8899 


323A Edmonton Centre 
3rd Floor, 101 Street and 102 Avenue 
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A New Club? 


rumout has it..... 


no name fundrasier 
Saturday, October 17th 
9 P.M. (after Garneau Theatre) 


tapers 
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watch Vue Weekly for details 


Greater Edmonton Gay Community 


Support Groups and Services 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
AIDS Network of Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all 
organizations in Alberta and across the 
country who are working to help limit 
the spread of HIV infection. Today the 
network provides Education, Info-Line, 
Speakers Bureau, Resource material and 
various Support groups. If you wish to 
know more about the Network, call 
488-5742. E-mail: 
anoes @connect.ab.ca. 


those 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) meets at 
McDougall United Church 10025 101 
St. Last Saturday of the month, at 7:30 
- 9:30 PM For more info, call: Larry at 
429-4269 or Phyllis at 434-4808 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength 
and hope with each other that they may 
solve their common problem and help 
others to recover from alcoholism. The 
only requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop drinking. Call 424-5900 
for times and places of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 
AXIOS is an international organization 
of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. 
_ Our mandate is to promote a g 


spirituality within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly 
newsletter is available via the Internet. 
Contact Dushan at 454-8449 for more 
information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of Edmonton 
- BNBCE 

Anaturist group of gay men in Edmonton 
interested in social nudity. This is not a 
sex club. Men of all ages welcome. Call 
Fred at 469-7231 for information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of Edmonton 

(A group for hairy men and their 
admirers) meet the last Friday of the 
month 9:00pm - 1]:00pm at Boots n’ 
Saddle. Or write us at #47, 10024-82nd 
Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T6E 1Z3. Our email 

address 

bears @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual concerns. 
This is a support community for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual Mennonites and 
friends. Contact Tim at 434-5360 or 
Garrett at 423-1725 or e-mail: 
garrett.epp @ ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay and lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact Bernard at 451- 
1794 or Dennis at 482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for 
older gay and bisexual men and their 
friends. The purpose of Prime Timers is 
to provide an opportunity for mature 
gay men to fraternize and join together 
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in a program of social activities. Meetings held 
2nd Sunday each monthat the Unitarian Church 
at 3:00 p.m. If you would like more information 
address correspondence to Chairman, Edmonton 
Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 11444 - 119 Street, 
Edmonton, T5G 2X6. Contact Peter at 426- 
7019. E-mail: mercury @planet.eon.net 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 

A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 
common love of music:and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the lesbigay 
community. If you are interested in singing with 
EVM or working in the areas of promotion, 
staging or front of house concerts and events, 
please contact us at P.O. Box 12091, Main Post 
Office, TSJ 3L2 or telephone 988-4620. E-mail: 
evm @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention 
Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need to 
provide AIDS education and support to Native 
People in Alberta. Through education and the 
development of communities in partnership, it 
is hoped that the spread of AIDS will be lessened. 
We offer training and education programs, as 
well as support through traditional ways. 
Volunteers are very important to us, if you can 
help, or would simply like some more 
information call 488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 
The Association aspires to provide opportunities 
for our community to play volleyball in a 


_ Supportive atmosphere. There are 5 leagues: 1) _ 


Peachtsummery Contact Rick at 497-7585: 3) 


Competitive - contact Andrew at 435-9379; 4) 
Tournament - Contact Andrew at 435-9379; 5) 
City - Contact Andrew at 435-9379. Email : 
andrewschuster @ hotmail.com 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton’s gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information line. 
The services offered by the centre include an 
information line, telephone referrals, library, 
drop-in peer support counselling and social 
activities arranged and sponsored by the centre. 
Further information is available at 488-3234. E- 
Mail glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Wednesday Coffee Evenings. 
At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 
Avenue. This group fosters a safe, comfortable 
environment for all its participants. At the same 
time, it discourages attendance solely for sexual 
relations. Join us to 

relax, share experiences, and establish 
friendships. There is no age limit. Tel: 403-463- 
2098 (Graham) 

E-mail: gwatts@ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for gay/ 
bisexual men that works toward: preventing the 
spread of HIV amongst men who have sex with 
men, advocating for healthy lifestyle choices, 
and addressing social and health concerns by 
fostering self-esteem and gay positive attitudes. 
For information on G.M.O.C. workshops and 
other activities, call our information and contact 
line at 944-1394 ext 4662. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 

We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and Provincial 
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legislation. We are always interested in new 
members. If you are interested call Murray Billet 
at 482-7421 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals 
and their supporters. We hold two socials each 
month, one on the second Thursday and one on 
the third Saturday. For more information write to 
Illusions Social Club Club Please change the 
mailing address to Box 1852, Edmonton, T5K 
2P2; or phone either 488-3234 (GLCCE) on 
Tuesday evenings to talk to someone person to 
person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charities and other organizations which either 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Sunday. For meeting location 
and time please see the Court notice boards in 
Boots or the Roost Our website is at: http:// 
www.geocities.com/WestHolly wood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 
The purpose of this association is to sensitize 
local faith communities and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: Anglican, Baha’i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lutheran, 
Metropolitan Community Church, Roman 
Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian Catholic, 
Unitarian and United Churches. Phone 448-1768 
more information. Email: 
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Lambda Christian Community Church 

We are a non-denominational evangelical 
Christian church. One of our primary goals is to 
provide a safe and affirming environment for all 
who desire to worship God. Lambda Community 
Church, 11148-84 Avenue (Garneau United 
Church) Edmonton, T6G OV8. Call 474-0753. 
Weekly Sunday service at 7 p. m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993, Edmonton Police Service and 
the Gay and Lesbian community for meta liaison 
to promote an atmosphere of understanding and 
mutual respect. For more info, call Edmonton 
Police Service at 423-4567 or contact the 
committee at 421-2277 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychologicaksupport is 
available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong, loving, 
confidential support. We also meet weekly and 
share our mutual experiences. Living Positive is 
entirely directed by and for people who share a 
common diagnosis of HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a speakers bureau are also 
available through our society. Phone 488-5768 


Long Yang Club Edmonton ChapterWe are an 
International orginization for Gay-Asians and 
non-Asians. We are the Worlds largest with 
chapters in 28 cities and 1! countries.Come and 
Join US ! Contact us at 
longyangclub@edmonton.com 

ornivek @planet.eon.net by telephone: Call Kevin 
at 455-2353. 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and straight people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers monthly for worship, sharing, 
and friendship. We offer individual support and 
a safe space for our own spiritual questions. Call 
Tim at 482-2294, or write P.O. Box 11095, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J.  3K4_~— e-mail: 


luthconc @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton (M.C.C.) 

We are a church within the 
denomination of the Universal Fellowship 
of Metropolitan Community Churches. Our 
major focus is to the defranchised of society, 
The UFMCC allows anyone to feel a part of 
the Christian Community and to Claim our 
place in God’s Universe. Services are open 
to all. We worship on Sunday evenings at 
7:15 at McDougall United Church - South 
entrance. Please feel free to join us! Call 
429-2321 for more information. E-mail: 
revbev @compusmart.ab.ca 


local 


M.C.C. Youth Group 

Provides a safe environment for gay/les/bi/ 
trans youth, to express themselves freely, 
explore sexuality and to experience god’s/ 
goddess’ healing and wholeness. How we 
intend to achieve this goal is through social, 
recreational, educational and cultural 
activities. If you have any further questions 
please E-mail Pam at 
pamjoce @telusplanet.net. Our phone 
number is 429-2321 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish club for Gay, 

Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 

established six years ago. We strike to 

educate the rest of the community through 

workshops, staged demonstrations and 
ents in order to heighten awareness. 


the first and third Friday of each month at 9 
PM. For information, phone GLCCE at 
488-3234. The  e-maihsaddress: 
geoffw @compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday, at 5:00pm 
September to April, at Pins & Cues Bowling 
& Billiards Centre, Southeast corner of 
Westmount Shopping Centre, 111 Ave. & 
135 St. For more information, please call 
Garry Billet at (403) 454-8609 or Krystal 
Seitner at (403)421-1933 or e-mail 
kseitner@oanet.com 


Out and Out (O2) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and their 
friends. Membership is $5.00 per calendar 
year. Free newsletter published bimonthly 
and available at local gay hangouts. O2 
Hotline is 988-3 132 for activity inf., who to 
contact, how to join etc. Get Involved - 
Have Fun - Meet New People. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach isa university-based organization 
for gays, lesbians and bisexuals interested 
in an academic atmosphere. Meetings are 
held every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; 
main floor of the Athabasca hall. Topics 
vary from week to. week. Additional 
information is available by calling 988- 
4166. E-mail: outreach @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG 

Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians & 
Gays. PFLAG promotes the health and well- 
being of Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual persons, 
their families and friends through support, 
education and advocacy. Meetings are held 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month.. Newsletter 
editor Ellen at 465-3057. Outreach to speak 
confidentially to a PFLAG volunteer 944- 
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394, Voice Box 3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs. 
7-9:30 p.m. (Recording 24 hrs a day). E 


mail:showrish@compusmart.ab.ca 


Team Edmonton 
Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association 


issetup to proy ide an opportunity for person 


interested in participating in the Gay Games 
through fundraising. If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton, call 482 
2789 


The Youth Group 
“Youth Understanding Youth”, meets every 
Saturday from 8 to 10 pm at the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton, 
Suite 103, 10612-124 Street 


support group for anyone under the age of 


A social 
25 years. For more information or the give 
your input, phone GLCCE at 488-3234 or 
email: yuyedm @hotmail.com 


Visions 

Unitarian Churchof EdmontonGay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgender discussion group. We 
meet the 4th Wednesday of the month. Call 
UCE at 454-8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not 
necessarily Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among the larger 
community and ourselves. We hold dances, 
produce a newsletter and hold other 
activities. For information phone 482-1794 
and visit our Web Page address is - http 


WWwW.gayCcanada.com/womonspace¢ 


Edmonton. 


Experience in: 


Life Transitions 


Relationships 


Depression 


Self-Esteem 


Grief & Loss 


Counselling for the 


complexities of your life! 


EDWARD SANDBERG 
B.A., M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Telephone: (403) 707 - 2115 
Fax: (403) 707 - 1404 
E-mail: sandberg@datanet.ab.ca 


Office in west central 


Sexual Orientation 


Sexual Diversity 


“Life Needs Balance” 


Regional Organizations 


Fort McMurray 
Freedom: 

A New Group in Fort McMurray for gay/les: 
bi individuals and couples meeting once a 
month from June - 
from Oct - May 


leave a message during the day or call after 


Sept and twice a month 
Contact Marc at 23 


715-423 
pm any night to speak directly 


Prince George 
GALA North: 


#103-1188-6th Ave., Prince George, B.C., 


250-562-6253 

Social Support Group for the TransLesBiGay 
Community 

LKNG (Love Knows NoGender) Youth Group 
Dances Twice Monthly, Drop In Centre open 
Thus. Fri. Sat 


True North Queer Quoir, and.....Much More 


Get Involved with 
your Community 
Groups and 
Organizations. 
Many opportunities 
await you 
if you 
want to meet 
people. 


Interfaith 


Association 
on AIDS 


By Mickey Wilson 


Executive Director 


By the time you read this, the AIDS Walk 
Edmonton 1998 will be over. Oh yes, pledges 
will continue to trickle in and another 500 
colorful T-shirts will be loose in our city, but 
for most people, any acknowledgement that 
HIV is an issue for them or their community 
will be done for another year. The Interfaith 
Association On AIDS is one of the four AIDS 
Service Organizations in Edmonton who 
benefit financially from AIDS Walk Edmonton 
and provide prevention, education and care 
and support services for positive people and 
the community at large. The others are Living 
Positive, AIDS Network and Feather of Hope. 
We are at #201, 11456 Jasper Avenue. Our 
agency ’s particular piece of the work is raising 
awareness about HIV within faith communities 
and developing resources for use inthat context. 
We also provide referral services for people 
affected by HIV to supportive spiritual 
environments. 

However, the truth is, the community’s part of 
the work, YOUR part, does not or at least 
should not end with the Walk. There is so 
much more you can do all year long. Below, 
you will find a few ideas on what you may 


want to do. You may think of more. Be 


community discovers or develops other 
approaches in response to HIV, share these 
ideas/programs with us at Interfaith. We would 
be happy to tell the word. 


We are all spiritual people. In a way 
that is appropriate for you, say a special 
prayer for people living with HIV. If 
you are a part of a faith community, 
ask your leadership to include people 
affected by HIV in the communities 


ald of life ig sacred 


there are no rejects 


dare to- love 


[rlerfarth 


corporate prayer regularly, 


Attend or plan a special service 
for people infected/affected by HIV 
Light a special candle. If 
someone asks you about it, share your 
reasons. 
Make a donation, or take up a 
special offering to support an 
AIDS Service Organization or 
persons living with HIV, 
through the Ross Armstrong 
Fund the AIDS Network or 
Kairos House. 
Have an information night. Invite a 
speaker from one of the local service 
groups. 
Volunteer with one of the local 
AIDS Service organizations. 
Make a quilt panel in memory 
of someone who has died 
Host or get involved with an 
activity during AIDS Awareness Week 
(November 23-30) 
Host an activity for World AIDS 
Day that is December Ist every year. 
Become knowledgeable about 
HIV and have information available 
for people. 
Wear a red ribbon every day. 


November 23-30 is 
AIDS Awareness 
Week. We will tell you 
what is going on next 
time. 


Still, we encourage you to do 


AIDS is always needing volunteers, 
for an hour, a day or regularly. We are 
currently seeking Board members from 
a variety of faith traditions. If you are 
interested give me a call at the office. 
There is no time to get involved like 
today. Weare all affected by HIV...each 
of us, our communities, our city, our 
province. Not one ofus is left untouched 
whether we are aware of it or not. HIV 


belongs to everyone. 


Mwaaion On AIDS 


#LOL, 17456 Vader hvenue 
Ldmonton, fhbeta TSk OM? - 
(403) 448-1968 


a. Locks Garant 


b. DJ Raws ) 
c. 300 hot, almost naked, sweaty bodies 
dancing in an afterhours club. 
d. Halloween 
ie Swe BoD as Se y 4 


e. Edmonton's exclusive underground 
party. 


f. All of the above. 


if you still don't get it, call 905-8024 


Or, gO ask Alice! info line 


905-8024 


a sublime production 


Edmonton Centre 
Now 2 
oan Grand Opening 
to serve October Sth 
you better 
Ca 


a Card 


“Grand Onenine , | = 
_ Specials i 


~ at both Ideas 
Locations 
-Lendrum Shopping 2nd Floor 
| Centre Edmonton Centre 
South Side Store next door to 
Eddie Bauer 


SI4-111 Street yyy irhancqw com 
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My 
Personal 
Story: 
Growing 
Up Gay 


By Dr. Berggren 


hen I think back of my early 

childhood, I can remember 

moving with my parents and 
little sister to a city in southern Sweden 
called Tranas. I started in a new school, 
and I was fascinated, in a rather special 
way, by a particular boy in my class 
While my thoughts at that time were not 
particularly sexual (I was nine at the 
time),<I often thought about whether or 
not I thought this boy beautiful. I had 
problems settling the issue in my mind, 
but nevertheless, I looked at him ever so 
often, and I felt pleasure while doing so. 
As time went on, as L entered puberty, | 
began to take a more active, albeit still 
very discrete, irfterest in other boys. While 
in the locker room after physical 


education, I detected that I was sexually 
attracted to several of the other boys, and 
[also saw many boys walking around the 
school corridors who caught my attention 
Sometimes I looked them up in the 
school’s photo catalog to see what their 
names were, and in my free time, I often 
dreamt about bemg physically close to 
them 

But during this period of adolescence, I 
neverreally thought about what I was. All 
the things that took place in the emotional 

sexual realm were, admittedly, real and 
concrete to me: Lexperienced real feelings 
for other boys (love, infatuation, sexual 
attraction). But at the same time, on an 
“intellectual” level, I never confronted 
these feelings, and sol continued having 
them without worrying about them or 
trying to transform them in any way 

They just were, and that was fine with 
me. While 


homosexuality often claim that it is 


some opponents of 


“unnatural” for me, my homosexual 
feelings were very natural indeed. 

When I was 16, I became a Christian, 
which complicated matters quite a bit. 
After a conversion in the summer of 
1984, during which I confessed Jesus 
Christ as my lord and savior, I joined the 
Pentecostal Church by being baptized on 
December 9. While I felt great satisfaction 
about being a part of the Christian church, 
I gradually encountered attitudes among 
fellow Christians and in the Bible which 
were rather hostile towards homosexuality 
in any form. I adopted that negative 
attitude, and I became quite a vocal 
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A Voice for the Community 


homophobe. During my years in the upper 
secondary school, I was well-known for being a 
devout Fundamentalist Christian, with a very 
strict view of morality. 

Looking back at this period, my feelings for 
other boys were at least as strong as before, 
while my lack of an emotional-sexual interest in 
girls continued. I was very attracted to quite a 
few boys which I only knew from having 
observed them around the school, and I also 
experienced two strong infatuations, involving 
two boys in my class. Of course, as before, all of 
this was kept very secret! So how. can it be 
explained that I, who really was gay, so strongly 
attacked homosexuality in different contexts? 


The explanation is, I think, psychological in 


nature. That is to say, I now think I was 
homophobic, not primarily to have people believe 
hat I was straight (because I never thought 


ybody doubted that anyway), but 


nyself in check. I was “preaching 


self, in a way. 
And I now gradually began to realize, on an 
ntellectual level, what I was, Why did that take 


so long? I think because when one grows up and 


rears words like “gay” or “homosexual”, one 
thinks of rather horrid people, who are disgusting, 
ugly, and immoral. I used to have a picture in my 
mind of two old, ugly men with mustaches 
(which I happen to find quite unattractive) kissing 
- and I found that revolting. I thought: I cannot 
be one of them! And yet I was, in a way. What 
I began to understand was that the term 
“homosexual” really did not denote anything 
but a description of towards whom a person was 
emotionally and sexually attracted. It did not 
denote anything, in itself, regarding the looks, 
behavior, or values of anyone. When I realized 


that gay people are like everyone else - some are 
nice, some are rude, some are beautiful, some are 
ugly, some are young, some are old, etc. - I had 
an easier time using the term for myself. 

But at this time, while I knew what I was, nobody 
else knew. And it would take some more years 
before I told anyone. The period that started 
about this time was, in a way, a fairly unhappy 
one. How could I reconcile my faith in God and 
the Bible with being attracted to other men? 
For a long time, I thought the conflict impossible 
to solve. In 1989, I began dating a girl at the 
School, and she became my girlfriend in March 
of that year (after I asked her at a visit to a fancy 
restaurant). I liked her a lot: she was smart, nice- 
looking, stylish, and very kind. But I was not 
sexually attracted to her. I had one primary wish: 
to become a heterosexual - that would make my 
life perfect, I thought. And so I prayed a lot, 
asking God to change me and to help me feel lust 
towards my girlfriend. None of that happened, 
not in the least. We remained a couple and even 
got engaged in 1990, planning to gét married 
But as things got more serious, I felt that I could 
not go through with this. I did not say anything for 
a long time; rather, I just wanted to meet her less 
often, and when we met, I was cold and distant. 
Eventually, in the summer of 1991, we both felt 
that this could not go on any longer, and we 
terminated the engagement and stopped secing 
each other. That was painful, considering my 
motives for having dated her in the first place, but 
it was also a great relief for me. 

On August 7, 1998, I finally got a chance to tell 
her the real reason why things did not work out 
between us. We had not spoken for over five 
years, but I found her via the Internet (listed at 
her job), so we met forJunch here in Stockholm. 
After about thirty minutes, I decided that I had to 
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Re-elect Michael Phair on October 19 


Info: 496-7620 
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Campaign Office: 10127 - 124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1P5 


Website: www.planet.eon.net/~harris/friends4phair 
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tell her - something I had wanted to do for 
several years. So I said: “There’s something 
I need to tell you which may surprise you. 
To make a long story short: I am gay.” She 
reacted with silence at first, so I told her that 
I was sorry that things had turned out the 
way they turned out, but that I did what I 
thought best at the time. She admitted that 
she had considered the idea that I could be 
gay, but she also said that she was a little 
shocked, since we were engaged and all. We 
both agreed that it was a lucky thing that we 
did not get married. 

After the experience with my girlfriend, I 
was determined to go on living single, in 
celibacy, and in that way, I could still be 
accepted by God. However, I had casual sex 
a few times, and I felt very guilty about that. 
I prayed to God for forgiveness, and felt 
better after that. This was not a sustainable 
path for me - I think no one feels well with 
such an internal conflict raging on the inside. 
My “release” came during a year in the U.S. 
In 1992, I began my graduate studies in 
economics at the Stockholm School of 
Economics, and during 1993-94 I was 
visiting The Centre for Study of Public 
Choice at George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia. While there, I lived with 
four conservative Christians, but once a 
week, I drove into Washington, D.C. to be 
by myself. There, Isaw movies and found a 
gay bookstore called Lambda Rising. Some 
of the books which I bought there were to 
revolutionize my life. (I was careful to hide 
them from my roommates.) 

Before going to the U.S., [had gotten a few 
close friends who were also gay, and I kept 
in touch with them during my year abroad. 
They were - and are - very supportive, and 
we have inspired each other to lead good, 
fulfilling lives as young gay men. They are 
good examples of people who are altogether 
decent, and talking to them also helped me 
develop. They kept telling me that it was 
Fundamentalist 
Chrisuanity, and although | rejected their 
objections for a long time, I gradually came 
to see that they were right. Generally in my 
life, my friends and the books I have read 


destructive to cling 


have influenced me the most, in all areas. 

Anyway, when I came home from the U.S., 
I had decided to tell my parents. I had 
planned to tell them on a Friday in May of 
1994, but during that evening, I did not have 
the courage to tell them. I remember sitting 
in a couch at their house, watching some 
nonsense on TV, while thinking all the time: 
“J must say it now, or else it will never be 
said!” But nothing happened. The same 
thing on Saturday. But on Sunday, the day 
before I was going to go to Stockholm, I 
thought to myself, “Now or never!” And so, 


A Secure 
Future 
Begins Today 


while I and my parents were sitting in the 
living room, I said: “I have something I must 
tell you. I am a homosexual.” 

They looked at me and were quite silent. I had 
planned what to say, so I told them a little 
about homosexuality: that it is not a choice, 
that I am happy being gay, that I am not 
therefore immoral, that I have many gay 
friends of high quality, that this changes 
nothing in our relationship, etc. My mother’s 
firstcomment was: “Have you met someone? 
If not, how do you know?” And I replied, 
“No, I have not met anyone, and I know 
myself well enough to say that I am attracted 
to men.” My father’s first comment was, “Be 
careful, and remember that many people 
dislike this.” And I told him that I would 
consider his advice. 

Why did I feel it necessary to tell my parents? 
Up until I was 26 years old, I had remained 
convinced that I simply could not tell them. I 
just couldn’t imagine saying something like 
that to them - mainly because I feared that 


they would find it vexing. With the benefit of 


hindsight, I realize how easy it is to build up 
an unsubstantiated idea that being honest 
about who one is could result in quite horrible 
reactions. One imagines that people will hate 
one too easily - when, in fact, they love one, 
no matter what! 

Anyway, I felt that I had to tell them because 
I needed to be honest aboutme. I was gay, and 
that was an important fact of life. I did not 
want to hide my books with the word 
“homosexuality” in the title when they came 
to visit; I did not want to lie about who my 
friends were and where I went during 
weekends; I did not want them to falsely 
believe that | would marry and have kids; and 
I did not want to hear questions like “Is there 
no girl that you find interesting?” all the time. 
Quite simply: to sustain a good relationship 
with my parents, I felt - finally - that lhad to 
tell them. And it was a virtuous thing to do 

Later on I te 


1995, I told n littl 

Malin, during a car ride in the country. She 
laughed a little and said that she had not 
suspected that - but that she had no problems 
at all with it. And our relationship has also 


continued as before. I have also told many of 


my friends, and no one has reacted negatively. 
Ihave nottold my religious grandmother, and 
Ihave been rather selective at work, although 
quite a few people know. 

Today, I lead a rewarding life, both 
professionally and privately. I am happy to 
say that I now view my homosexuality as 
enriching. I hope to be able to influence 
people towards more tolerance and 
acceptance of homosexuality, and I think the 
best way to do that is to be yourself and be 
open - then, people will be able to see that gay 
people aren’t really different. 


At Life Benefits we can help those 


affected by life-threatening illnesses 
to plan for the future. 

Our skilled estate-planning 
specialists can work with you to 
convert some of your assets into 
monthly income. 

We are not a viatical settlement 
company but a privately owned 
Canadian firm with offices in Toronto 
and Vancouver. 

Let us assist you in living with the 
changing stages of life by providing 
you with a secure future. 
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Voncouver 1810 Alberni Street, Suite 204, Vancouver, BC VéG 183 


Tel: (604) 689-7703 Fax: (604) 689-5108 
Toll Free: 1-877-688-7703 

Toronto 35 Howard Street, Toronto, On M4X 146 
Tel: (416) 968-6448 Fox: (416) 968-7192 
Toll Free: 1-888-589-8888 


Pride Video 


The Name Says it All 


Hours of Operation 
Sun - Tues 

12 noon- 10 PM 
— Wed - Sat 

12 Noon to Midnite 

Rent 2 at $5 for the price 

of One on 

Sunday and Tuesday 


We stock over 3000 
titles tor Rent or Sale 


— Latest Asian Imports 


Let Your Fantasy go Wild 


10121-124 Street, 
452-/743 
or 
Toll Free Order Line 
1-877-452-7743 


EVM and special guest conductor Gregory Payne from Paula Roberts, who also conducts the show chorus 


New York City will present a unique, high energy, EKOS, will be on stage at the Provincial Museum 
* . * inspirational concert not to be missed. for our November concert, “One Earth, Many 


Voices’. Scott Leithead conducts numerous choruses 


The kick-off for Edmonton’s Pride Week ‘99 around the City, including Kokopelli. He will be 
“O E h M Vv ° T) celebrations will feature EVM performing well known director of our June concert at Convocation Hall, 
ne Kart ’ any OICES -... popular tunes from the past few decades, written by “Peace, Love, Rock & Roll”. 
A New Season for Edmonton Vocal Minority gay and lesbian artists. This memorable, energized 
concert will feature music composed by k.d. Lang, EVM’s May concert features the conductor of New 
VM is proud to present an exciting and Elton John, and more! The concert is scheduled for York City’s Lavender Light: The Black and People 
| Bree lineup of concerts and events for the June 12, 1999 at Convocation Hall. of all Colours Gay and Lesbian Gospel Choir, 
1998/99 season. The variety and scope of the Gregory Payne. Gay and lesbian gospel music? Be 


productions will provide an opportunity to showcase M ° . prepared to be surprised! 
oving Forward With 


exceptional talent in the Edmonton community, and 


from as far away as New York City. Watch for some new faces, listen for some exciting 


Changes sounds, and be entertained by Edmonton’s gay and 
The season will kick off with a rollicking one night lesbian chorus. 
cabaret event “Octoberfest in Oz...This Isn't Kansas The 1998/99 Season marks the beginning of a new 


i had 4 sa f aAecVv ’ . tg ~ J 
Toto!” Join Dorothy on this fantasy trip to the phase in the development of Edmonton Vocal 
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The first concert of the season will be at the 


Provincial Museum Theatre on November 28. EVM ae . 
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To oversee the transition and search period for a new If you are interested in singing with EVM, or 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority is available to perform at 
community events throughout the active season. If 
you have an event in the coming months, and would 
like to have EVM participate as entertainment, 
please contact the chorus at 988-4620. We look 


caring fi i pee ye 


ee and AEE food and beverages will make and Scott served for a few seasons as the Assistant 
Peers fee Conductor. EVM is fortunate to have found such well 
respected choral directors with energy and ideas that 


they are so eager to share. 
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TRANS WEST 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


(ONOWAY BRANCH) 
OFFICE: 967 2282 FAX: 967 5458 


INSURANCE PREMIUMS TOO HIGH! 


YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS! 


QUOTATIONS FOR: 
AUTO/HOME 


TENANT/CONDO 
FARM / COMMERCIAL 
MOBILE HOME / REC. VEHICLES 


The “Alternative” Place to Be and Be Seen! 
Open daily from 11:00 AM 


Karaoke with Candace: Tuesday night! 
SPECIAL MARKETS FOR: 
HIGH RISK DRIVERS / CANCELLED INSURANCE 


Breakfast Served on Weekends 


.CONVENIENT PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
-AFTER HOURS SERVICE & HOUSE CALLS. 


FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 
CALL AN EXPERT TODAY. 


KEN VAUGHAN (F.LI1.C.) 


PROUD MEMBER OF THE GAY COMMUNITY 


Don’t forget about the No Name Fund-raiser 


10116-124 Street 
Come join us, We are here for you!! 
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Speaking of Normal 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, RSW 


Registered Clinical Social Worker 


ith gratitude to Gordon Portman 
for his gentle editorial expertise 
and wisdom 


Inlastmonth’s column, I talked-about anger 
and how these days it often seems as though 
anger needs to be “managed, ’orcontrolled. 
There is very often a sense these days that 
if we don’t manage our anger, it will wash 
over us, and leave helpless, controlled by 
‘blind rage”, or wounded silences, or any of 
the other ways that let others-and ourselves- 
experience nothing of what else might be 
going on...feelings of fear, confusion, 
shame, hurt, and so on. 


Sometimes discussions about anger focus 
on the differences in the ways men and 
women deal with it. Often, though, such 
differences are summed up by expressing 
the view that men externalize anger into 
violence and abuse, turning it onto others, 
while women turn anger inward, creating 
passive aggressive behaviors, indirect 
means of control, depression, etc. Its a 
somewhat simplistic way of looking at the 
issues of anger, with a lot of other issues 
impact our anger needing to be addressed 
as well... 


...and I'd like to suggest that there’s a way 
of looking at anger that isn’t necessarily 
connected to our genders, a view that might 
allow us to explore other notions of what 


anger is, where it comes from, and what 


supports it, rather than simply examining the 
ways in which itshows up and trying to figure out 
how to control it. 


Its all well and good to know these notions- but 
what do you do about changing the “blind rages”, 
the temper tantrums, the sulking, the silencing. 


Insight is great but what 
about changing behaviors 
to improve safety, to alter 
the quality of relationships 
towards satisfaction and 
intimacy and away from 
fear. 


Anger management courses tell us to focus on 
pay close 
attention to it. This is often describes as keeping 


the anger, to notice it, record it, 


an “anger log”, and those are sometimes helpful 
if you don’t even notice your feelings of being 
angry. 


Anger logs can be a useful way to start : people 
who start an anger management process are 
often surprised at how often they respond to a 
situation with anger : at the driver who takes to 
long to turn acorner, at the partner who puts too 
many chilies in the curry, at the child who trips 
over her shoes at the door, or the dog that chews 
ashoe. Strong outbursts that happen at occasions 
like these need a name, and starting with “anger” 
can help. But its very often even more useful, I 
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find, to start looking underneath and inside the 
anger for what other feelings might be present. 


And a play therapy kit for children does a nifty 
job of doing that - and it’s a game that could 
work for adults too. 


The game is sort of like snakes and ladders, with 
lots of descriptive words for anger forming a 
spiral on the page : cranky, irritable, frightened, 
tired, raging, violent, etc. Moving around the 
spiral from word to word, you describe to your 
playmates examples of each time you have felt 
cranky or whatever word you land on. Then you 
spin a pointer and it asks you to talk of what you 
were thinking, feeling, hearing, seeing, doing, 
smelling, or touching when you experienced 
that crankiness. 


So from a starting point of just being angry all 
the time, you get to start talking and reflecting 
on a whole bunch of options, and maybe even 
making some discoveries : that crankiness shows 
up mostly when you are overtired and hungry; 
that throwing dishes happens when you are 
frightened; that feeling grumpy happens when 
youare drinking beer ; that silence relates to fear 
of being hit or put down... or maybe that what 
you saw and learned and experienced while 
growing up has echoes in your own adult life. 


Looking at anger this way in particular can lead 
to’ some very interesting questions. 

Have you ever really paid detailed attention to 
how your parents did their anger? How you 
knew that Dad was about to rage, or that Mom 
was fearful? Or vice versa? As you start to dig 
through your memories, one idea might be to 
make a mental video for yourself of the scene: 


bc 
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own anger? That of your partner? Your friends? 
Other members of your family? How do you 
think people around you know when you dealing 
with feelings of anger? How do they know the 
difference between when you’re being sulky 
and when you’ re being irritable? How can they 
guess that the next outburst of violence is near? 
Or can they? 


You can easily make your own version of this 
game: play it yourself, with your partner, with 


your kids and see what happens. It’s one way of 


looking at anger not so much as a monster to be 
controlled, but as a useful signpost on the road 
away from fear and mistrust and towards more 
satisfying and healthy intimacy... with yourself, 
and with others. 


2s, \ at was the situatio \ ae 
on? How is that like or unlike your 


And now, for some unabashed, up front 
promotion of a play written by Gordon 
Portman, who regularly amazes me with the 
changes he suggests every time he edits this 
column. 


His new play Summer People opens at the 
Roxy Theatre on 124"" Street on October 22 
andruns until Nov. |. The first production of 
Workshop West’s fall season, it is described 
by Gordonas areal theatrical play, as opposed 
to,” a play that’s written like a movie”. 
Reminiscent in some ways of classic works 
by Choke, Coward, and even Shaw, it’s 
funny, bittersweet, and full of -authentic 
relationships. It promises to be well worth 
seeing: I’ve read it as it’s developed and 
found my self grinning, chuckling, laughing 
out loud and really getting to know the 


characters. 


And since Gordon is an 
openly gay man, well 
respected in the theatre, 
television, and queer 
communities, it’s even 
more special. 


Summer People is set at a lakeside family 
cottage, with family members gathered fora 
last summer holiday on the Labour Day 
weekend. One liners with 


mix more 


thoughtful dialogue tocreate an entertaining, 


is configured, the sense of the relationships 
will ring true. 


Also knowninEdmontonas an actor, Gordon 
appeared in a couple of memorable, queer- 
themed productions in 1997 : as Father Greg 
in.astage adaptation of the movie, “PRIEST” 
at the U. of A., and as Perry in Studio 
Theatre’s production of Love! Valour! 
Compassion!. He commented that he and 
Brian Webb provided “Homo 101” lessons 
to straight members of the company. 


Gordon is known for his strong writing, his 
sense of humour, and ability to capture the 
intent and integrity of a character in a few 
well-chosen phrases. He has won a number 
of awards for his work. The Television and 
Film Institute Screen-writing competition 
(three times); and both provincial and nation 
screen-writing competitions. His play 
FIREWORKS was the critical hit of the 
1996 Blyth Summer Festival in Blyth, 
Ontario. 


Next month, I hope to interview Gordon in 
more detail about his life as a playwright, 
actor, gay man and man who writes plays 
about gay/lesbian and non-lesbian/gay 
people. He anticipates that his play SMOKE 
AND MIRRORS (or at least part of it) will 
be part of the upcoming Loud and Queer 
Festival. With luck, we will be able to have 
a freewheeling interview with Gordon, and 
with Loud and Queer producer Darrin Hagen, 
about the role of queers in theatre and the 
place of queer theatre in the overall range of 
theatre. 

For more information about SUMMER 
PEOPLE, or to book tickets, call Workshop 
West Theatre at 477-5955. Go see it. 
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lampshade!!!” 


y 
Dear Sassy, 
In a moment of temporary insanity I said some really 


° ne \ Aff 
mean things to my best friend that I deeply regret. How do | akieis, 


make amends with the only person who matters to me. affair 


Remorseful Remarks 
Dear RR, 


Bite the bullet baby. There is no way to retract your Murray J. Newman B.Sc. 1810 Alberni See 
comments and scoop them back in your yap. Your two feet are 9 an bisssger EES “ab 
already stuck in your mouth taking up all that space. Sincerely peas sg e 4 ee 

sree : eu E 2 Mutual Life of Canada Fax (604) 689-5108 


apologize to your best friend and explain the stress that you 
were under and that you finally snapped. Best friends are there 
for life, in good times and bad times. That’s why they are in our 
life, you vent on them and they reciprocate. These are the ties 


and Mutual Investco Inc. 


WWW.Murraynewmanins.com 
Ré | The Mutual Group 


that bind. wS 
Dear Sassy, 


I am house sitting for a friend of mine while he is on a sabbatical to Nepal in 
search.of his true spiritual inner self. He has left his prized cockatoo in my charge and the 
creature is now dead. I followed all of his instructions on caring for it but one day I 
noticed that he had not moved for several days and was omitting a fowl stench. That’s 
how I discovered it had passed on. My friend will be crushed when he learns of the news. 


Petslayer 
Dear “Petslayer, 


How could you not notice a dead bird at the bottom of the cage? Are you vision 
impaired or just ditzy? If you haven’t already told him, I suggest you wait until he comes 
back. The news of the critter’s demise might interfere with his mission. He may not reach 
enlightenment but hopefully he will understand that this is part of the life cycle. As 
Thomas Fuller put it, “Birth is the beginning of death”. Be prepared for him to Re angry; 
this is, after all, a step in the grieving process. Step three I believe is blame. WS 


OrLANpO 432-7633 
; COOKS 10123 Whyte Avenue 


Edmonton AB ThE 125 


http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 
We've Moved! 


Mail orders welcome 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


’ 
Dear Sassy, 
I have gone on a few dates with a woman I wish not to date anymore. I’ve never been 
good at ending relationships. Can I just never call her again? Would this be. improper of 


me? Inexperienced Ex-Wanna be Excellent selection of lesbian, gay, bi, trans titles 


CDean NXX, 


Here are some guidelines that I usually try to live by. Unfortunately, being right all the 
time inflates the ego and I tend to practice the opposite of what I preach. 

*if you’ ve been intimate, a tété a tété break-up is called for 

*if there were only two or three dates, a phone break up is acceptable; any more requires 
the tété a tété approach 

*if you’ ve dated for longer than a month, a restaurant break up is suggested; emotions are 
more controlled in public than being alone at their place or god forbid your place. That’s 
just an invitation for getting objects d’ art thrown about. “No! Not the Tiffany lead crystal 


ParseNip Press 


Writing, Editing, Publishing, Printing 


Heather Marshall _ Tel: 403-987-4974 
_ Debbie Culbertson Fax: 403-987-4089 _ 


Tees ek 6 rae — Se > z 
yo © ending a tive in relationship get a lawyer Os 


?'m a nice guy ! 
Really, I’m a nice guy ! 


NY ‘3 Why am Iso lonely? 


Why do | get abused so much? 
Why do | drive people away? 


GMC 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 


MAN TOMAN 


415 5434 
healing 


415 5434 


ae ee FREE & Confidential 
spent Workshops 


Presented in an atmosphere of support and reflection where you can gain 
some interesting info about yourself, safer sex and many the issues facing 
gay and bisexual men. 


415 5434 


anxious 


All Workshops are: 
= Lead by 2 trained Facilitators. 
* Held in a very discreet, safe and comfortable location. 
* Usually limited to'12 men, held on a weekday evening and last 6 — 8 weeks. 
* A combination of discussion, fun, sharing and food too! 


“ and why are all the men I’m interested in married, abusive, straight, 
drugs users, play around, live far away, ...” 


Vv" Gay men 


hat: group therapy with other gay men in a healing, change oriented, 
therapeutic group led by an accredited, experienced therapist; 


Coming OUT in the 90’s 
- Deals with self-acceptance, self esteem, coming out to family and friends, homophobia 
(internal & external), and safer sex. Make new friends in a non-threatening environment. 


distant 


hy: to look at your beliefs/experiences of being a man, 
of being a gay man; 
enhance feelings of pride and self-satisfaction. 
to change unsatisfying patterns in life; 
to shift old family patterns and rules 
to stop feeling” am | the only one who.. 
to heal from abuse(sexual, physical, emotional) that can overshadow 
joy and fulfillment in your life; 


415 5434 


lonely 


Next workshop begins Wednesday, November 4, 1998. 
Leave a message at the number below and we will contact 
you for registration info, or Call 488-5742 and ask for GMOC. 


Being Gay in the 90’s 
- Explores many issues that Gay and Bisexual men face is today’s society: friendships, 
relationships, gay culture & organizations, self esteem & self image, safe sex in a world of 
HIV/AIDS, workplace & family issues, religion & politics, etc. 


415 5434 
bored/busy 


415 5434 
self care 


here: Massiah Counseling Services 
# 203, 10129 124 St. 
Edmonton 

415 5434 


yvrr": Saturdays from 1-3 p.m. 
October 3- Dec 19/98 
$ 30.00 per session 
screening interview required for new members 


Next workshop begins in early January, 1999. Please call 


steer the number listed below for further information. 


family 


FOR MORE INFO ON EITHER OF THESE WORKSHOPS OR FO 
INDIVIDUAL COUNSELLING, CALL GMOC AT 944-1394 Ext. 4662 OR 488 
5742 AND ASK FOR GMOC. 


415 5434 


415 5434 
faithful 


CALL 415 5434 FOR MORE INFORMATION 


ews From GLCCE 
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abour Day Weekend has come 

and gone. To many people this 

means that summer and holidays 
are over and it is back to work. Office 
hours did start on time at GLCCE on 
September 9, 1998. Our office is now 
staffed from 9:00 am to Noon so we can 
answer the phone and offer much better 
access especially to those who also have 
regular office 
hours. We now have a new computer in 
the office. We are now doing all our 
email, webpage updates and all other 
office work at the Centre. Our telephone 
information system has now been 
transferred to our new computer using 
new software and it now should work 
flawlessly. We also now have FAX 
capability. Our long term goal is to have 
a paid staff person in our office. For 
now, volunteers will be staffing the 


office. 


Soon we will have a large meeting room 
just upstairs in addition to our current 


space for better service to our 
community. We will also building a 


number of large lockers. These lockers 
will be available to community groups 
so their “stuff” and office records etc 
can be stored in a locked cabinet at the 
Centre to provide better access for those 
who need it. Access to our computer and 
office facilities will also be possible. 


by Fred Dicker 


Help: We need your help. If your believe in 
the importance of the Centre and our growth, 
please do support us by becoming a member, 
or volunteering your time, or participating in 
our Centre Renter program by donating a 
small amount of money monthly to help with 
our expenses. 
Octoberfest: 
On Friday, October 16, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. atthe Alley Kat Brewing Company, 9929- 
60 avenue, GLCCE will be hosting a fund 
raising Octoberfest party. A full dinner of 
German dishes will be served. There will be 
soft drinks and beer, brewed by Alley Kat, 
made especially for Octoberfest. There will 
be a number of door prizes and contests. 
There will bea “hat” contest with several prize 
categories like largest, most original, most 
stylish etc. Do come and support GLCCE. 
The cost for this event is $15 per person or $25 
per couple 
Peer Counselling: 
The Community Centre offers a program of 
free peer counselling. Our counsellors have 
been trained by our own training course. They 
are peer counsellors, which means they are 
members of our GLBT community. Our 
counselling service is free and can be accessed 
either by dropping into the Centre or by 
telephone. Everyone is welcome to use this 
service: gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people and their parents, friends, 
siblings, and neighbors. Anyone who wants to 
talk aboutissues or gain information about our 
community is welcome. 


Special entertainers 
Outrageous pee e 


All tickets att 


Library: 

We have an extensive library of books about 
our community. Anyone can drop in to the 
Centre and browse our library or borrow books 


from it. Our library depends totally on 
donations so please consider donating some 
books. 

Youth Group: 


“Youth Understanding Youth” is proud to 
announce their new name. They meet every 
Saturday from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the 
Centre. This group is being well attended and 
is an excellent opportunity for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered youth to meet and 
socialize aged 25 and under. Most participants 
are aged 15 to 18. This group is also growing 
and changing and is seeking direction from 
youth, not adults, so it can better meet the 
needs of the youth of Edmonton. For more 
information call the Centre or email: 
yuyedm @hotmail.com 

Support Groups: 

The Centre in co-operation with the Gay Men’s 
Outreach Crew offer a number of free 
educational and support workshops that have 
the format of a facilitated discussion groups 
for both men and women. Also, Sundays 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Centre, 
there is an ongoing facilitated discussion 
evening for men to drop-in whenever you can. 
These evening are being well attended. Contact 
the Centre or GMOC at 944-1394 ext. 4662 
for more information. 

24 hour Information line: 

The Centre is now offering a telephone 
recorded message service using our new 


computer so it should w ork much better now 


Satur day, 


) October 24 
he Citade] Theatre 


than it has in the past The phone number of 
482-2855. When you call, you will be 
prompted on how to access information about 
the GLBT community. This information will 
be updated frequently. This service will 
provide a lot of the information provided on 
our webpage. 

Internet Webpage: 

Our web page is continuing to grow with 
more information and links. A large number 
of people are accessing this site. We are now 
updating the web page at least once a week. 
A major part of the page is the community 
calendar, and it has to be current to be of any 
use. To help the Centre with our page we 
need everyone who is planning any events to 
contact us so we can put it on the page for 
everyone to see. Around the first and the 
middle of the month we send the community 
calendar out to anyone on our email 
distribution list. 

How to contact the Centre: 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton is open for drop-in and phone 
service and counselling from 7:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday except 
holidays. Location address is Suite 103, 
10612-124 street. Telephone number is 488- 
3234 and messages are returned whenever 
possible.24 hour Information line is 482- 
2855 

FAX is 482-2855 Mailing Address is Box 
1852. Main Post Office, Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 2P2 Email address 
glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


is - 


Web Page address is - 


www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/~glcce 


Tucker Amphitheatre 


A unique cab 


» Students, ge 


Niors 
he door 


7:30 pm 


aret Presentation. 


Infoline 988-4629 


OOOO OOO OO 


V-ball in the fall! 


i 


he Free-to-be Volleyball Association is ready to begin a new season! All you 
have to do is choose the league that best fits you. The Skills Development 
and Competitive League is looking for individuals with extensive volleyball 


experience to be our coach for the season. There is an honorarium available. Please call 
Andrew at 435-9379 for more information. 


Recreation League (Open to women and men) 

Starting Tuesday, Oct.13 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The focus for this league is on fun and 
social game play. There will be some basic skill instruction if requested. You can join 
us any night and the cost is $35 per person for the season. Location: McDougall School, 
10930 - 107 Street Time: Every Tuesday starting Oct. 13, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Except 
Dec. 21, Dec. 28, Feb. 15, March 29, Apr. 5 and May 24.) Contact Rick at 497-7585 if 
you are interested or join us on Tuesday evenings or email freetobevball @ hotmail.com 


Skills Development and Competitive League (Open to women and men) 
Starting Sunday, Oct. 18 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Do you want to improve your 
volleyball skills? Do you want to focus on practice and game situations? Are you willing 
to have fun and work as a team? Then come out to this league! We strongly recommend 
that interested players come to the first practice. If you are unable to make it, call the 
Co-ordinator. The cost for October to December is $80 per person. This includes facility 
and coaching costs. 

Location: Concordia University College, Ralph King Memorial Gymnasium, 112 
Avenue and 73 Street. Time: Every Sunday starting Oct. 18, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
(Except during Christmas) Please contact Geoff at 420-6698 for further information or 
email freetobevball @ hotmail.com. 


Tournaments 

Mark your calendar now. We are working to send at least two teams to the 

following tournaments this season: 

* Edmonton : November 28, 1998 at Concordia College. 

This is a B and C-recreation level tournament. This tournament is designed for team 
players from across Alberta. This is a small tournament with team or individual entries 
based on available space. 

* Calgary : Apollo Cup on April 2-4, 1999. This tournament has A, BB, B and C- 
recreation level divisions. 

* Vancouver : The Queen Vicki.and Prince Albert Cups on July 30 to August 2, 1999. 
This tournament has A, BB, B and C-recreation level divisions. 

formation or email 


The MAI INQUIRY 


A Citizens’ Search for Alternatives 


EVENT INFORMATION 


We're on, folks! This next 3 months, The MAI Inquiry (sponsored by the MAI national 
Coalition) will be touring coast to coast to hear Canadians’ input an economic 
globalization, its impact on people’s lives and communities and what alternatives may 
be. The following isa list of the main event in Edmonton and the national commissioners 
who will be attending.[Note: All events include free admission unless otherwise stated]. 
National Commissioners: Warren Allmand, Maude Barlow, Marilyn Buffalo, Judy 
Darcy, Phil Fontaine, Joan Grant-Cummings, Buzz Hargrove, David Korten, David 
MacDonald, Elizabeth May, Ovide Mercredi, Judy Rebick, Carol Shields, David 
Suzuki, RH Thomson, Bob White Commissioners-At-Large: Most Rev. Remi De Roo, 
Susan George, Martin Khor, Lois Wilson 


EDMONTON: NOV. 14 
National Commissioners: Tony Clarke, Judy Darcy, Joan Grant-Cummings, 
David Korten, Elizabeth May, Ovide Mercredi 

MAI Inquiry (part of the Parkland Institute AGM) 12:30pm=3:00pm, venue 
to be announced Gala Against Global Greed 7:00pm, venue to be announced 
Contact: Parkland Institute 403-492-8558 billmk @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 
For information about the MAI Inquiry process, contact: 

Anna Dashtgard, MAI Campaign Officer, Council of Canadians, Suite 
502, 151 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ontario KP 5H3, Phone: 613-233-2773 
Fax: 613-233-6776, Toll free: 1-800-387-7177, Email: 

adashtgard @canadians.org 


Please support the 
people who make 
Times .10 possible 
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‘fTHE GARAGE 


So 


Capital Financial Services 


cS i 
10 years experience in providing a variety 
of accounting and tax services including: 


© Bookkeeping & accounting © GST returns 
© Personal tax returns © Estate tax returns 
0 Taxreturns for business © Financial Consulting 


Fax: (403) 425-2350 


Telephone: (403) 425-2350 
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\\ MUSCLE MAID 
\//\. CLEANING SERVICES 


\\ 440-3258 


VY \ EDMONTON'S STRONGEST MAID 


Sah SERVICE 


-Window Cleaning 
Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
Spring Cleaning 

-Move Ins / Outs 

-Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawa Care 


Areas Throughout 
-General Tidving Up 
-Dusting Throughout 
-Bed making 

Cleaning Of All Appliance 
Surfaces 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURED 
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The 
Network: 
Planning 
for the 
Future 


A report from AIDS 


Network of Edmonton 
Society 


The AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
(ANE) is currently engaged ina planning 
process which will be used to guide their 
Critical 
questions about ANE’s future are being 
asked? What services should ANE be 
providing? Which other organizations 


work for the next few years. 


should be providing services? If you are 
HIV+ and not accessing the services of 
ANE, 
need to improve? 


why not? In what ways does ANE 


A strategic plan was done in 1995, but 
Additionally, 
recent changes in the populations being 


never fully implemented. 


infected by the HIV virus and improved 
treatments for those infected necessitates 


redoing ANE’s strategic plan 
For the gay community, ANE has been one of the 
organizations which has enabled the community to 
develop as well as providing much needed support 
services to the critically ill men who were-the first 


victims of the HIV virus. But with both women and 


injection drug users now comprising the majority 
of newly infected people, 
Or does it? 


ANE needs to change. 


In July, the ANEboard approved astrategic planning 


process. A Guidance Committee was struck: “To 


assist the AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
in the development of the process of a 
community development strategic planning 
process.” 


The Guidance Committee members 


are: Sherry McKibben (Chair), June 
Hughes and 
Deborah Foster (staff), Ken McDonald 


and Lynda Lyttle (Board), Kirk Starkie 


(representing Interfaith, Feather of 


Hope and Living Positive), Bernie 


Dousse (volunteer, alternating with 
Sandra McGregor), Sandra Johnson 
(Streetworks), David Berg, and Fred 
Weller (inner city resident). 
Laskoski from Health Canada attended the 
Others will be 
participate as needed. 


Joanne 


first meeting. invited to 
Dates have been established for all stakeholders 
to participate in a group discussion. The dates 


for these sessions are listed below. If you 


| DATE TIME __ 
Oct 6 — Tuesday 


cannot attend one of these sessions but 
would like to discuss this issue, please 
feel free to contact the strategic planning 
facilitator Shelley Williams at 420-6876 
or fax her at 432-3032. 


talk with any of the committee members. 


You could also 


Please use this opportunity to share your 
opinions and ideas. Please participate. 


FUTURE 
GROUPS 


DIRECTIONS: DISCUSSION 


AIDS Network of Edmonton needs your 
help to plan for the future. Phone Betty @ 
488 5742 to register. Shelley Williams 
will be facilitating most of the sessions. 
Transportation costs will be covered if 
required. Childcare costs will be covered 
if required. Childcare will be available on 
Tuesday October 20 @ Eastwood Hall. 
An honorarium of $15 will be paid to all 
participants (except for the October 6 and 
7 volunteer/member sessions). 


‘GROUP FOCUS 


_ PLACE & ADDRESS —S 


| 5:30-7:30p.m. _ 


For AIDS Network Volunteers and Members _ 


"| ANE — 201 — 11456 Jasper Ave 


a {os [eee = 1 
| Oct 7 —Wednesday 7:00 — 9:00 p.m | For AIDS Network Volunteers and Members | ANE — 201 — 11456 Jasper Ave 
= xt Se ee = po Sarina ses s 

Oct 13 — Tuesday | 7:00 — 9:00 p.m | For all HIV+ Gay Men | ANE - 201 — 11456 Jasper Ave a 

Oct 13 — Tuesday | 4:00 — 2:30 p.m ‘| For all HIV+ Aboriginal people a | Sacred HeartParish 

= a eS as An elder will open the group _ ___| 10821 — 96 Street 

Oct 14 — Wednesday | 7:00 — 9:00 p.m | For all HIV+ people | Paul Kane House = | 

ee / aoe | 3 | 10220 — 121 Street 

| Oct 15 — Thursday | 1:00 — 3:00 p.m Anybody Affected by HIV Sacred Heart Parish ae | 
| | Sih: | 10821 — 96 Street 
Oct 20 — Tuesday | 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Anybody Affected by HIV Paul Kane House 


10220 — 121 Street 


Oct 20 — Tuesday 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. 


T For all HIV+ Women 1 


Eastwood Community Hall 
11803 — 86 Street 


Oct 22 — Thursday 1:00 — 3:00 p.m 


| For all HIV+ people 
| 


Edmonton Community Foundation, Royal 
| Bk. Bldg. #710-10117 — Jasper Avenue 


oc KRundraiser 


With Special 
Guest 


in Person 


EF 


Fun Money 
casino 


Fun Money 
Auctions 


show 


Hors d'oeuvres 


Shooter Specials 


The Truth is Out There 


A Few Thoughts on Lawyers! 
Murphy, a dishonest lawyer, bribed a 
man on his client’s jury to hold out fora 
charge of manslaughter, as opposed to 
the charge of murder, which was brought 
by the state. The jury was out for several 
days before they returned with the 
manslaughter verdict. When Murphy 
paid the corrupt juror, he asked him if he 
had a very difficult time convincing the 
other jurors to see things his way. “Sure 
did,” the juror replied, “the other eleven 
wanted to acquit.” 


Think Clean Thoughts! 

A 70-year-old man went to his 
doctor’s office to geta sperm count. The 
doctor gave the man a jar and said, 
“Take this jar home and bring me back 
a sample tomorrow.” The next day the 
70 year old man reappears at the doctor’s 
office and gives him the jar, which is as 
clean and empty as on — the previous 
day. The doctor asked what happened 
and the man explains: “Well, doc, it’s 
like this: First I tried with my right hand, 
but, nothing. Then I tried with-my left 
hand, but still nothing. Then lasked my 
wife for help. She - tried with her right 
hand, with nothing. Then her left, but 
nothing. She - even tried with her mouth, 
first with the teeth in, then with the 
teeth-out, and still nothing. We even 
called up the lady next door and-she 
tried with both hands and her mouth too, 


® 
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but nothing.” The doctor was shocked! “You 
asked your neighbor?” the old man replied, 
“yep, but no matter what we tried we couldn’t 
get the DARN jar 

open!” 


Cathoic Math 

Little Tommy was doing very badly in math. 
His parents had tried everything; tutors, flash 
cards, special learning centers, in short, 
everything they could think of. Finally ina last 
ditch effort, they took Tommy down & enrolled 
him in the local Catholic School. After the first 
day, little Tommy comes home with a very 
serious look on his face. He doesn’t kiss his 
mother hello. Instead, he goes straight to his 
room & 

starts studying. Books & papers are spread out 
all over the room and little Tommy is hard at 
work. His mother is amazed. She calls him 
down to dinner and to her shock, the minute he 
is done he marches back to his room without a 
word and in no time he is back hitting the books 
as hard as before. This goes on for sometime, 
day after day while the mother tries to 
understand what made all the difference. 
Finally, little Tommy brings home his report 
card. He quietly lays it on the table and goes up 
to his room and hits the books. With great 
trepidation, his mom looks at it and to her 
surprise, little Tommy got an A in math. She 
can no longer hold hercuriosity. She goes to his 
room and says: “Son, what was it? Was it the 
nuns?” Little Tommy looks at her and shakes 
his head. “Well then” , she replies, “was it the 


nde 


12224 Jasper Ave. 


482-19 


books, the discipline, the structure, the uniforms, 
WHAT was it?”. Little Tommy looks at her and 
says, “Well, on the first day 

of school, when I saw that guy nailed to the plus 
sign, I knew they weren’t fooling around.” 


Hamster and Frog 

A mangy looking guy who goes into a bar and 
orders a drink. The bartender says: “No way. I 
don’t think you can pay for it.” The guy says, 
“You're right. I don’t have any money, but if 1 
show you something you haven’t seen before, 
will you give meadrink?” The bartender says, 
“Only if what you show me ain ’trisqué.” “Deal!” 
says the guy and reaches into his coat pocket 
and pulls out ahamster. He puts the hamster on 
the bar and it runs to the end of the bar, down the 
bar, across the room, up the piano, jumps on the 
key board and starts playing Gershwin songs. 
And the hamster is really good. The bartender 
says, “You're right. I’ve never seen anything 
like that before. That hamster is truly good on 
the piano.” The guy downs the drink and asks 
the bartender for another.”Money or another 
miracle else no drink”, says the bartender. The 
guy reaches into his coat again and pulls out a 
frog. He puts the frog on the bar, and the frog 
starts to sing. He has a marvelous voice and 
great pitch. A fine singer. A stranger from the 
other end of the bar runs over to the guy and 
offers him $300 for the frog. 


The guy says “It’s adeal.” He takes the three 
hundred and gives the stranger the frog. The 
stranger runs out of the bar. The bartender says 


to the guy “Are you some kind of nut? You sold 
asinging frog for $300? It musthave been worth 
millions. You must becrazy.” “Notso”, says the 
guy. “The hamster is also a ventriloquist.” He 


Was 


So Blonde That... 
- Spent 20 minutes looking at the orange juice 
box because it said “concentrate” 


A Vulgar Parrot 

David received a parrot for his birthday. This 
parrot was fully-grown with a bad attitude and 
worse vocabulary. Every other word was an 
expletive. Those that weren’t expletives were, 
to say the least, rude. David tried hard to change 
the bird’s attitude and was constantly saying 
polite words, playing soft music, anything that 
came to mind. Nothing worked. He yelled at the 
bird, the bird got worse. He shook the bird and 
the bird got madder and ruder. Finally, in a 
moment of desperation, David put the parrot in 
the freezer. For a few moments he heard the bird 
squawking, kicking and screaming and then, 
suddenly, all was quiet. David was frightened 
that he might have actually hurt the bird and 
quickly opened the freezer door. The parrot 
calmly stepped out onto David’s extended arm 
and said: “I’m sorry that I offended you with my 
language and actions. I ask for your forgiveness. 
I will try to check my behavior...” 


David was astounded at the bird’s change in 
attitude and was about to ask what changed him 
when the parrot continued, “Pardon me, may I 


® 
a 


ory ww YYYYYYYYYYYYYI rs er 


Fa LEER ROAR AOE TTT A SAARI GOIN OTR @ lf 


( 


considered Calgary but it is already too saturated” said _ enjoy it. Like she says laughingly, “Anyways, every dyke 

ant { O Gates. likes a bike”. 
With the help of 
friends, sweat 


The bar has already picked up a 
following, as the past Friday and 
Saturday proved. They officially 
opened on September 8th but the 


and energy, the 
bar was painted 
Grand Opening is set for October 3rd. and cleaned up 
Gates says that business has been to bring about 
steady and should continue with the 


nightly pool, wing night and Karaoke 


loads of changes. 
Gates’ way of 
night on the agenda. On Sundays showing — her 


there will be an open mike/jam appreciation and 


By Sandy Correia session; from Ipm until the remembrance of 
performers get tired of showing off; theirlabours was 

ecrets Bar and Grill is a new restaurant that has for customers and staff to strut their : to give her 

just opened in Edmonton. It is located at 10249- stuff. ; friends a 


107 St., where the old 
Hydrant Bar used to be. Secrets 
hadeverything from great food 
to bar specials. “We serve 
burgers to pastas and on the 
weekends we have brunches 
from 1 lam to 3pm”, states Liz 
Gates, owner of Secrets. 


permanent ‘seat’ of honor. Carly, one such friend, 
There is an interesting story behind _ explains...” You know, when someone is sitting in your 
the naming of the bar, as Gates chair and you tell them to move and they ask you if the ~ 
explains:” When I was planning to chair has your name on it, you can literally say YES!” 
buy this place, itwasabigsecret,and Gates response to Carly is on of endearment and 
one day when I had finished a friendship. “Ya, she is our Norm”. And that is the 
business meeting in Edmonton, I _ obvious feeling of Secrets as I look at Carlys’ stool that 
was listening to the radio when _ sits in the corner of the bar, as did Norms’ on Cheers. 
Melissa Etheridges’ ‘Little Secret’ 
came on, and I thought... HEY !. What 
a great name for my bar.” 


ell, the secret is finally out and definitely 
worth the look. This bar has no label and 


Gates, originally from Calgary, 
decided to open a bar catering 
to women due to the non- 


everybody is welcome, as long as people 
existence of female bars in The decor has a style of it’s own, _ respect each other. If you want a place to feel wanted 
Edmonton. “I came from Calgary to do this very thing. with a classy demeanor jazzed up by the motorcycle | where everybody knows your name, then, experience 
My friends here always complained that they had suspended from the ceiling in the bar. The bike belongsto _ something different and new. Then you tell two friends, 
nowhere to go, and since I wanted to open a bar, | Gates but due to her busy schedule she can’t really and they tell two friends, and so on and so on... 
thought, why notin Edmonton where it is needed. I had appreciate it so she decided to display it so that others can 


°98 Homosexual 


“Straight people don’t have any fun,” 
yaar sai ae —— - 

f QG AN A 4 ry i] \) Ay) AS h ‘ R z it : t said Teddy Nance 11. after watching 
a ) i S& Ny hb : | ecrul men Breeders Are Boring!’, an anti-heterosexua 
" = DUS UD dbs dL erode class ob AL ColVy OU. 


Drive Nearing ~_ Blementary School in Roanoke, VA. “Gay 
people get to do whatever they want.” 
Goal 


In addition to school programs that target 
youths, the NGLRTF launched a $630 million 


10242-106 ST 423-5014 
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SAN FRANCISCO—Spokespersons for 
the National Gay & Lesbian Recruitment 
Task Force announced Monday that more 
than 288,000 straights have been converted 
to homosexuality since Jan. 1, 1998, putting 
the group well on pace to reach its goal of 
350,000 conversions by the end of the year. 


“Thanks to the tireless efforts of our 
missionaries nationwide, in the first seven 
months of 1998, nearly 300,000 heterosexuals 
were ensnared in the Pink Triangle,” said 
NGLRTF co-director Patricia Emmonds. 
“Clearly, the activist homosexual lobby is 
winning.” 


Emmonds credited much-of-the recruiting 
success to the gay lobby’s infiltration of 
America’s public schools, where programs 
promoting the homosexual lifestyle are 
regularly presented to children as young as 5. 


“It’s crucial that we reach these kids 
while they’re still young,” Emmonds said. 
“That’s when they’re most vulnerable to our 
message of sexual promiscuity and deviance.” 


Above: Lansing, MI, fifth-grade teacher 
Margaret Gerhardt. Gerhardt’s is one of 
countless elementary-school classes across 
the U.S. in which the homosexual agenda 
and lifestyle are actively promoted. 


“When I grow up, I want to be gay,” said 
Christopher Linn, 8, a second-grader at 
Philadelphia’s Elementary School, one of 
thousands of public schools nationwide that 
actively promote the homosexual agenda. “I 
don’t want to have a family or go to church.” 


advertising campaign this year in an effort to 
convert adults to homosexuality. The 
campaign, which features TV and radio spots, 
as well as print advertising in major national 
magazines, has helped convince thousands 
of people to leave their spouses and families 
for a life of. self-gratification and 
irresponsibility. 


“The gay lifestyle is for me,” said James 
Miller, an Oklahoma City father of four who 
recently moved to Provincetown, MA, to 
pursue a career in bath-house management. 
“When I was a family man, I constantly had 
to worry about things like taking the kids to 
Little League practice, paying for their braces, 
and remembering my wife’s birthday. But 
now thatI’m gay, I’m finally free to focus all 
my energy on having non-stop, mind-blowing 
anal sex.” 


Though Emmonds said gays have been 
tremendously~successful in tearing at the 
fabric of society and subverting basic 
decency, she stressed that their work is far 
from over. 


“For all the progress we’ve made, 
America is still overwhelmingly 
heterosexual,” said Emmonds, whois calling 
for an additional $2.6 billion in federal aid to 
further the gay agenda. “If we are to 
insidiously penetrate American society, as 
we constantly do each other’s orifices, we 


need more money and resources. Without 
such help, this country will remain the domain 
of decent, moral, God-fearing Christians. 
And that would be a sin.” 
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Managing 
Your 
Money 


Things to know to about 
starting a RRSP 


Many people want to save for their future, 
give themselves more financial security 
and to reduce the tax they pay today. One 
way to dothis is tostarta RRSP. Here are 
a few things to know about RRSP’s: 


RRSP stands for Registered Retirement 
SavingsPlan. Itisasavings or investment 
account or plan that meets certain rules 
set by the Government of Canada and is 
registered with them. Itcan usually be set 
up quite easily through a bank, financial 
advisor or stockbroker. 

Whatare some of the benefits of having 
an RRSP? 

First, when you put money into an RRSP, 
you get a tax deduction for the amount 
you put in. You can save tax right away. 
Second, while this money is in the RRSP, 
you do not pay tax on what you earn on it. 
Your money can grow faster in an RRSP 
than outside it because earnings on it are 
not taxed. 

Do I have to keep the money in the 


RRSP until I retire? 
No. RRSP’s usually work better if you keep 
the money in longer, because you generally 
have to pay tax on money you take out of your 
RRSP. However, you can take money out 
before you retire if you need to. 
How much can I put into my RRSP? 
Revenue Canada calculates how much you 
can put into your RRSP and shows it on the 
yearly Notice of Assessment statement they 
send you. You can also calculate what you 
can putin from your previous years tax returns. 
If you do not have a company pension plan or 
adeferred profit sharing plan where you work, 
you can put in up to: 
Current year contribution limit 
¢18% of your *earned income for the previous 
year Plus 
eAny unused contributions allowed for years 
after 1990 
* Earned income includes salary and wages you earned 
and excludes certain other income like investment or 
pension income, 
If youhave acompany pension plan the amount 
you can put in for each year is reduced by an 
amount called a pension adjustment. This is 
calculated by youremployer and shown on the 
T4 slip they give you. 
What happens to my RRSP if I pass away? 
If you have a spouse or common law spouse of 
the opposite sex you can leave them your 
RRSP tax free. If you do not have a spouse or 
common law spouse of the opposite sex you 
can leave yourRRSP to any children you have, 
that are under 18 or who are dependent on you, 
tax free. 


If your partner is the same sex or you have no 


* Door Prizes ¥* Snacks 


% Give Aways 
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partner the amount of your RRSP is included as 
income on the tax return for the year you pass 
away and tax will have to be paid on it by your 
estate. If you have a same sex partner and want 
to leave your RRSP money to them you should 
consider consulting a legal advisor on how to 
ensure that your wishes will be carried out. 


As you look at various RRSP plans you will 
probably have more questions. Feel free to ask 
questions. A good accountant, tax or investment 
advisor will be willing and able to answer or find 
the answers to your questions. 


David Ushko provides accounting and tax 
services to individuals and small businesses. 


Greetings from 
Prince George, 
B.C 


On September 5". Prince George celebrated 
its 2"4 Pride celebration. Over 150 celebrated on the 
streets of Prince George during the parade through the 
downtown area. During the festivities at Ft George 
Park, (the site where Simon Fraser established a trading 
post in the 1700’s) over 200 people celebrated with 


each other. Various booths displayed wares and 
information while clown and jugglers entertained the 
crowd. On stage, Prince George’s “True North (Queer) 
Quoir” performed to the crowd displaying their proud 
zest for musical harmony. 12 persons sang melodies 
from Harry Belefonte, among other songs. The crowd 
was appreciative and enthusiastic.Blues Bands, Drag 
Queens, Belly dancers and solo singers performed 
throughout the afternoon.In the later part of the day, a 
BBQ was held and a dance followed in the evening 


*% Drink Specials 


with a capacity crowd in attendance. 

Prince George’s 2") Pride Celebration 
was a marking point for the North. The 
community is no longer motivated by the hate 
that was evident last year when the ‘right’ 
mobilized with an anti homosexuality 
conference. This year was celebratory and giving. 
People attended in unison to celebrate their 
place in this northern community of 80,000 
persons and to stake their claim to what is 
available to everyone; the right to be who one is, 
without fear of discrimination. Local businesses 
were more open and willing this year to participate 
with us, and more men and women in the 
community became involved. A real bonus in a 
small town, when only a short while ago, people 
stayed home because of the fear of being “found 
out” 

A new community centre has opened in 
Prince George in the last 6 months, a place 
where people can meet, express views, gain 
solace, strength and hope. If you would like 
information on the happenings in and about 
Prince George, Call the Gay and Lesbian 
Association (GALA North) @ (250) 562-6253. 
We are located at #103-1188-6" Ave., Prince 


George, B.C 


BIG PRIDE 1998 


PLANNING MEETING 


November 8, 1998 

Citadel Theatre 

9828 101A Avenue 

3rd Floor - Board Room 

Lunch Provided, RSVP by 
October 15/98 The Co-chairs 
Terri 

453-3782 David 488°3442 
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Business & Service Directory V j da e VI d CO 


Accommodations 
Pkt Vancouver's Best® The Name Says it All 
9 ? (* Fodor's Gay Guide to the Pacific N.W.) : 

Pe NELSON HOUSE B & B 


Walk to all locations. Handsome 1907, 3-story house. 


Six guestrooms/4pvt. baths 
Tel: 1-604-684-9793 Email: bestinvan @lightspeed.be.ca_ 


Northern Lights Bed and Breakfast 
(403) 483-1572 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J-2K1 
Email:nlightb_b@superiway.net 
Antique rooms and heated pool. 


Cleaning Services 


| Speedo Services 

Residential Cleaning and we will even do Errand Delivery 
) House or Pet Sitting along with hosting your parties 

| Call 915-5203 

/ ‘We are Licenced and Insured & Fabulously Gay 

| casa s a a aa 


Church Services 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmonton 
Have you wanted to see what MCC is like but service is too late? 


Beginning September 20, 1998 
Try our new 1:00 p.m. service with Children’s Church School éVe | es’ 
Also: Worship at 7:15 p.m. Sundays. Youth Group 7:00 p.m. Wednesdays 


10086 MacDonald Drive, Southside entrance 


i= 


Greeting Cards 
Doha etme Minntuen Mattod Drinte 


Fdmonton's Gay & Bi-Sexual Bathhouse 


8 fy 
12224-Jasper Avenue - 7 days a week 24 hours a day Medium Matted Prints 


Phone: 482-7960 


General 


Medical Services 


Metro Health Group Large 40" x 30° Prints 


Dr. David Candler 


Dr. Kim Moshurchak Professionally Framed 
Dr. Ghalib Ahmed ; 
or unframed 


Family Physicians Proudly Serving the Community 
3rd Floor, 101 Street and 102 Avenue 429-8899 


Products & Services 


100 Different currencies from around the world. Commission free foreign We also ca rry other cards 
) travellers cheques. Available in 10 major currencies. Foreign currency 
) drafts and wire transfers. Precious metal bars and coins. Phone 448-3660, from 
/ _Toll free 1-800-668 CASH 


Trave 


Ultimate Adventures 
We do Houseboat Holidays and even get Gay in Vegas 


Colt, Lavender Expressions, 
10% and Gendron's Empire 


ee ee 10121-124 Street, 
Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep letters Edm On ton, A B, 


as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary. Letters 
must be signed and include the home address and telephone number of the 

writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the Ph one 4 52- / 14 3 Or 
name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or advertising 


in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication of the sexual orientation j oll Fre e 


of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted 


and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10. The only 
exception to the copyright is the material from National AIDS Clearing house | = 8 7 7-4 52- 7 7 


which may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit given. 


Rather be in Laguana Beach or West Hollywood 
Call 414-0537 for bookings & information 
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Cara Theates:. — 
8712-109 ) Street - One Show Only: 7 P.M. # 
Billy's Hollywood Screen Kiss ; 

_ Boots - 242-106 St. —~ 
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ieee a ian 7 samme e 
dazzberry's Too - 10116-124 St. 


with Yvette, Candice,Kim, Dennis the Menace 


Rebar- 10551 Whyte Ave. z 
= ff Imagineers Upstairs - D.J.Mikee Downstairs @ 
Secrets Bar & Grill - 10249-107 St. | 
Toots & a Cast of Millions 
(Door Charges Apply at all Venues) 


All proceeds will go to people living with HIV & AIDS 
for the Holiday Season in December. 
Sponsors: Living Positive, Metropolitan Community Church, 
Pride Video, Harold Smith Travel, Colt Studios, 
‘Vue Weekly and hundreds of Volunteers 


